




























MODIFICATION NUMBER FIVE 

TO APPENDIX A OF THE 

 PROTOTYPE PROGRAMMATIC AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN THE 

US DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

MINNESOTA NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE STATE OFFICE 

 AND THE MINNESOTA HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER, 

REGARDING CONSERVATION ASSISTANCE 

 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota PPA was executed between the Minnesota NRCS and the Minnesota 
SHPO on March 9th, 2017 to establish efficiencies in the administration of NRCS programs in 
Minnesota; and 

 
WHEREAS, the signatories to the PPA have requested to modify Appendix A of the Minnesota 

PPA and have consulted in accordance with Stipulation XIII; and  

WHEREAS, the signatories have agreed that additional practices are appropriate for inclusion in 
Appendix A; and 

  
WHEREAS, the Minnesota NRCS will send a copy of this executed modification to the PPA to 
the Minnesota SHPO, the ACHP and the NRCS Federal Preservation Officer for their records; 

and   
 

NOW THEREFORE, in accordance with Stipulation XIII of the PPA, the Minnesota NRCS and 
the Minnesota SHPO agree to modify the Minnesota PPA as follows: 
 

1. The Minnesota PPA will be modified to include the following revisions so that it reads as 
follows: [See the attached Appendix A] 

 
2. All other provisions of the Minnesota PPA remain unchanged and the Minnesota NRCS will 
implement them in accordance with the terms of the original PPA.  

 
 

Signatory Parties 

 
 

_____________________________________________________________      _____________ 
Troy Daniell                                                                                                                     Date 

State Conservationist, Minnesota  
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service                
 

 
_______________________________________________________________   _____________ 

Amy Spong                                                                                                                      Date 
Division Director and Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office 

02/06/2023



Appendix A, Page 1 

 

APPENDIX A 
 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Minnesota Activities,  

Enhancements, and Practices 

With Little or No Potential to Affect Historic Properties 

 

Pursuant to Stipulation V.a of the NRCS Minnesota State-based agreement, and in accordance 

with 36 CFR Part 800. 3(a)(1), NRCS Minnesota has determined that the following conservation 

activities, enhancements, and practices constitute undertakings with little or no potential to affect 

historic properties. This determination has been made in consultation with the NRCS Minnesota 

State Conservationist, NRCS Conservation Specialists, and the Minnesota Historic Preservation 

Office (MnSHPO). If a conservation activity, enhancement, or practice is not listed as part of this 

Appendix, and if the exceptions found in Part III of this Appendix do not apply, then the 

conservation activity, enhancement, or practice will be considered as having potential to affect 

cultural resources. Therefore, a cultural resources investigation should be completed.  

  

I. General NRCS Minnesota Practices with Little or No Potential to Affect Historic 

Properties: 

NRCS Minnesota has determined that the following general practices have little or no potential 

to affect historic properties, and thus require no further consultation under Section 106. 

a) Conservation Planning or Technical Assistance when NRCS Exercises No Control Over 

Implementation. NRCS Minnesota has determined providing general conservation 

planning and technical assistance to its Cooperators has little or no potential to affect 

historic properties. This assistance is primarily focused on management and is 

completed in the office or in the field. Planning and technical assistance involves no 

ground disturbance activities that would necessitate a cultural resources inventory. 

b) Conservation Activity Plans. NRCS Minnesota has determined that the development of 

Conservation Activity Plans (CAPs) has little or no potential to affect historic properties. 

CAPs are written plans prepared for Cooperators utilizing financial assistance provided 

by the NRCS. The CAPs are used to identify conservation measures that are needed to 

address specific resource concerns, and CAPs can be used to help cooperators apply for 

financial assistance from the NRCS. As with general conservation planning, the 

development of CAPs involves no ground disturbance activities that would necessitate 

a cultural resources inventory. 

c) Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Determinations. NRCS Minnesota has determined 

that the determination of Highly Erodible Lands (HEL) and Wetlands has little or no 

potential to affect historic properties. These determinations are primarily completed in 

the office and involves no ground disturbance activities that would necessitate a cultural 

resources inventory. Wetlands determinations are occasionally completed in the field 

utilizing a hand-dug test pit to identify redoximorphic features. Under such 

circumstances, Conservation Planners will shift the location of test pits to avoid impacts 

to cultural resources. 



Appendix A, Page 2 

 

d) NRCS Minnesota Soil Survey, Natural Resource Inventory (NRI), and Geotechnical 

Testing. NRCS Minnesota has determined that limited soil survey testing utilizing hand-

dug test pits, hand probes, and/or augers has little or no potential to affect historic 

properties, provided that such testing is shifted to avoid impacts to cultural resources, 

and provided that the testing is located on privately-owned land. Similarly, NRCS 

Minnesota has determined that limited geotechnical auger testing of sediment fill and 

earthen fill structures associated with dam rehabilitation work has little or no potential 

to affect historic properties, provided that such geotechnical testing is shifted to avoid 

impacts to cultural resources, and provided that the geotechnical testing is located on 

privately-owned land. If either activity is located on Federal, State, or Tribal-

Administered lands, or if heavy equipment (i.e., backhoes, tractors, excavators, etc.) will 

be used as part of the testing process, then the activities are considered to have potential 

to affect historic properties. 

II. Specific NRCS Minnesota Activities, Enhancements, and Practices with Little or No 

Potential to Affect Historic Properties: 

NRCS Minnesota has determined that the conservation activities, enhancements, and practices 

displayed in Table 1 of this Appendix have little or no potential to affect historic properties, and 

that further consultation under Section 106 is unnecessary. These conservation activities, 

enhancements, and practices are considered to have little or no potential to affect historic 

properties provided that NRCS Minnesota has been determined to be the lead Federal agency 

for the purposes of Section 106; that no extenuating circumstances exist; and that the 

undertaking occurs exclusively on privately-owned lands. If any of the conservation practices 

described in Table 1 are associated with undertakings occurring on public or Tribal lands, or 

involve extenuating circumstances as defined in Appendix B of the NRCS Minnesota State-

based agreement, then consideration of the effects of the undertaking is necessary and 

coordination with the NRCS Cultural Resources Specialist (CRS) is required. 

III. NRCS Minnesota Conservation Activity, Enhancement, and Practice Exceptions. 

NRCS Minnesota has determined that a conservation activity, practice, or enhancement has little 

or no potential to affect historic properties when the following Exceptions apply: 

a) Conservation activities, enhancements, or practices are limited to management. 

b) Conservation activities, enhancements, and practices are applied through aerial, 

chemical, or biological means. 

c) Conservation activities, enhancements, and practices are applied manually or with hand-

tools. 

d) Conservation activities, enhancements, and practices are applied to the modern ground 

surface and involve no subsurface disturbance. 

e) Conservation activities, enhancements, and practices occur within existing tilled soils, 

croplands, or areas of surface disturbance, and will not exceed the existing depth of 

tillage or previous disturbance. 
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If, through the planning process, Conservation Planners determine that a conservation activity, 

enhancement, or practice does not meet the criteria for one of the five exceptions listed above, 

and that no extenuating circumstances exist, then planners shall submit an NRCS Minnesota 

(MN-CPA-048) Cultural Resources Review Form to the NRCS State CRS for further review. 

The form shall include a list of all conservation activities, enhancements, and practices that are 

being planned for the undertaking, and it shall also include a clear justification for why an 

exception should be applied. Use of any exception shall require approval from the NRCS State 

CRS. Approval from the NRCS State CRS may require consultation per Section 106 and it’s 

implementing regulations under 36 CFR Part 800 before an exception can be applied. 
 

IV. Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) Enhancements 

 

CSP conservation practice enhancements will follow guidance listed under the applicable 

conservation practice standard codes. This includes all E-conservation practice standard-based 

enhancements. CSP bundles will be reviewed based on each enhancement applicable to the 

bundle.  

 

V. Annual Updates to this Appendix 
 

NRCS Minnesota recognizes that the standards and definitions for the conservation activities, 

enhancements, and practices are subject to changes on an annual basis. Similarly, NRCS 

Minnesota also recognizes that additional conservation activities, enhancements, and practices are 

added on an annual basis as the focus of conservation changes over time. To address these changes, 

NRCS Minnesota will submit an updated version Table 1 of this Appendix to MnSHPO and other 

consulting parties, as appropriate, on an annual basis. As specified in Stipulation V.b of the NRCS 

Minnesota SPPA, the list of undertakings provided in this Appendix may be modified through 

consultation and written agreement between the NRCS Minnesota State Conservationist and the 

MnSHPO without requiring an amendment to the NRCS Minnesota SPPA.
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Table 1. FY 2023 NRCS Minnesota Conservation Activities, Enhancements, and Practices with Little or No Potential to Affect Historic Properties 
Non-Exempt:  Planners shall submit an NRCS Minnesota (MN-CPA-048) Cultural Resources Review Form to the NRCS State CRS for further review. 
Exempt:  No further action needed if exemption criteria apply. If exemption criteria do not apply, the practice is Non-Exempt (see above). 
Not Listed: Planners shall submit an NRCS Minnesota (MN-CPA-048) Cultural Resources Review Form to the NRCS State CRS for further review. 

Practice Name Description Exemption Criteria 

309 
Agrichemical Handling 
Facility 

A facility with an impervious surface to provide an environmentally 
safe area for the handling of on-farm agrichemicals. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance, 
does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance, or is confined 
to the modern surface. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas, 
exceeds the depth of prior disturbance, or is located within a 
farmstead determined to be 50 years old or older. 

311 Alley Cropping 
Trees or shrubs planted in a set or series of single or multiple rows 
with agronomic, horticultural crops or forages produced in the alleys 
between the rows of woody plants. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

313 Waste Storage Facility 
A waste storage impoundment made by constructing an embankment 
and/or excavating a pit or dugout, or by fabricating a structure.  

Non-Exempt 

314 Brush Management 
The management or removal of woody (non-herbaceous or succulent) 
plants including those that are invasive and noxious. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance or when the 
practice only involves the application of chemical or biological 
agents.   
Non-Exempt when using mechanical means and associated 
disturbances exceed the depth of prior disturbance. 

315 
Herbaceous Weed 
Treatment 

The removal or control of herbaceous weeds including invasive, 
noxious, and prohibited plants. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance or when the 
practice only involves the application of chemical or biological 
agents.   
Non-Exempt when using mechanical means and associated 
disturbances exceed the depth of prior disturbance. 

316 Animal Mortality Facility 
An on-farm facility for the treatment or disposal of livestock and poultry 
carcasses for routine and catastrophic mortality events. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
and/or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

317 Composting Facility 

A structure or device to contain and facilitate an aerobic microbial 
ecosystem for the decomposition of manure and/or other organic 
material into a final product efficiently stable for storage, on farm use, 
and application to land as a soil amendment. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance or is 
confined to the modern surface. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
and/or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

319 
On-Farm Secondary 
Containment Facility 

A permanent facility designed to provide secondary containment of oil 
and oil products used on farm. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance or is 
confined to the modern surface and does not include a roof. 
Non-Exempt when the facility will include a roof or is implemented 
in previously undisturbed areas and/or exceeds the depth of prior 
disturbance. 
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Table 1. FY 2023 NRCS Minnesota Conservation Activities, Enhancements, and Practices with Little or No Potential to Affect Historic Properties 
Non-Exempt:  Planners shall submit an NRCS Minnesota (MN-CPA-048) Cultural Resources Review Form to the NRCS State CRS for further review. 
Exempt:  No further action needed if exemption criteria apply. If exemption criteria do not apply, the practice is Non-Exempt (see above). 
Not Listed: Planners shall submit an NRCS Minnesota (MN-CPA-048) Cultural Resources Review Form to the NRCS State CRS for further review. 

Practice Name Description Exemption Criteria 

324 Deep Tillage 
Performing tillage operations below the normal tillage depth to modify 
adverse physical or chemical properties of a soil. 

Non-Exempt 

325 High Tunnel System  
A seasonal polyethylene covered structure that is used to cover crops to 
extend the growing season in an environmentally safe manner. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

326 Clearing and Snagging 
Removal of vegetation along the bank (clearing) and/or selective 
removal of snags, drifts, or other obstructions (snagging) from natural or 
improved channels and streams. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when using mechanical means and exceeds the depth 
of prior disturbance. 

327 Conservation Cover Establishing and maintaining permanent vegetative cover. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

328 Conservation Crop Rotation Growing crops in a recurring sequence on the same field. Exempt   

329 
Residue and Tillage 
Management, No-Till 

Managing the amount, orientation and distribution of crop and other 
plant residue on the soil surface year-round while limiting soil-
disturbing activities to only those necessary to place nutrients, condition 
residue and plant crops. 

Exempt   

330 Contour Farming 
Aligning ridges, furrows, and roughness formed by tillage, planting, and 
other operations to alter velocity and/or direction of water flow to 
around the hillslope. 

Exempt 

332 Contour Buffer Strips 
Narrow strips of permanent, herbaceous vegetative cover established 
around the hill slope, and alternated down the slope with wider 
cropped strips that are farmed on the contour. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

338  Prescribed Burning Applying controlled fire to a predetermined area. 
Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented within previously undisturbed 
areas. 

340 Cover Crop 

The planting of crops such as grasses, legumes, and forbs to provide 
seasonal cover that will reduce erosion, improve soil organic matter, 
promote efficient nutrient cycling, fix nitrogen in the soil, suppress 
weeds, increase biodiversity and/or provide food and cover for wildlife. 

Exempt   

342 Critical Area Planting 

Establishment of permanent vegetation on sites that have or are 
expected to have high erosion rates, and on sites that have physical, 
chemical, or biological conditions that prevent the establishment of 
vegetation with normal practices.  

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when shaping and grading exceed original depth of 
disturbance. 
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Table 1. FY 2023 NRCS Minnesota Conservation Activities, Enhancements, and Practices with Little or No Potential to Affect Historic Properties 
Non-Exempt:  Planners shall submit an NRCS Minnesota (MN-CPA-048) Cultural Resources Review Form to the NRCS State CRS for further review. 
Exempt:  No further action needed if exemption criteria apply. If exemption criteria do not apply, the practice is Non-Exempt (see above). 
Not Listed: Planners shall submit an NRCS Minnesota (MN-CPA-048) Cultural Resources Review Form to the NRCS State CRS for further review. 

Practice Name Description Exemption Criteria 

345 
Residue and Tillage 
Management, Reduced Till 

Managing the amount, orientation and distribution of crop and other 
plant residue on the soil surface year-round while limiting the soil-
disturbing activities used to grow crops in systems where the entire field 
surface is tilled prior to planting. 

Exempt  

350 Sediment Basin 
A basin constructed with an engineered outlet, formed by an 
embankment or excavation or a combination of the two. 

Non-Exempt 

351 Well Decommissioning  
The sealing and permanent closure of an inactive, abandoned, or 
unusable water well. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

356 Dike or Levee A barrier constructed of earth or manufactured materials. Non-Exempt 

360 Waste Facility Closure 

The decommissioning of facilities, and/or the rehabilitation of 
contaminated soil, in an environmentally safe manner, where 
agricultural waste has been handled, treated, and/or stored and is no 
longer used for the intended purpose. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

362 Diversion 
A channel generally constructed across the slope with a supporting 
ridge on the lower side. 

Non-Exempt 

366 Anaerobic Digester 
A component of a waste management system that provides biological 
treatment in the absence of oxygen. 

Non-Exempt 

367 Roofs and Covers 
A rigid, semi-rigid, or flexible manufactured membrane, composite 
material, or roof structure placed over a waste management facility. 

Exempt  

368 
Emergency Animal 
Mortality Management 

A means or method for the management of animal carcasses from 
catastrophic mortality events. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance or confined 
to the modern surface. 
Non-Exempt when the existing depth of disturbance is exceeded 
or not confined to the modern surface in areas not previously 
disturbed. 

372 
Combustion System 
Improvement 

Installing, replacing, or retrofitting agricultural combustion systems 
and/or related components or devices for air quality and energy 
efficiency improvement. 

Exempt 

374 
Energy Efficient Agricultural 
Operation 

Development and implementation of improvements to reduce or 
improve the energy efficiency of on-farm energy use. 

Exempt 

378 Pond 
A water impoundment made by constructing an embankment, by 
excavating a dugout, or by a combination of both. 

Non-Exempt 

379 Forest Farming 
Managing existing stands of trees and shrubs with an understory of 
woody and/or non-woody plants. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when disturbances exceed the depth of prior 
disturbance. 
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Table 1. FY 2023 NRCS Minnesota Conservation Activities, Enhancements, and Practices with Little or No Potential to Affect Historic Properties 
Non-Exempt:  Planners shall submit an NRCS Minnesota (MN-CPA-048) Cultural Resources Review Form to the NRCS State CRS for further review. 
Exempt:  No further action needed if exemption criteria apply. If exemption criteria do not apply, the practice is Non-Exempt (see above). 
Not Listed: Planners shall submit an NRCS Minnesota (MN-CPA-048) Cultural Resources Review Form to the NRCS State CRS for further review. 

Practice Name Description Exemption Criteria 

380 
Windbreak/Shelterbelt 
Establishment and 
Renovation 

Windbreaks or shelterbelts are single or multiple rows of trees or shrubs 
in linear configurations to reduce surface wind speeds to control wind 
erosion, manage snow deposition, reduce the spread of odors, reduce 
pesticide spray drift and/or provide wildlife food and cover. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

381 Silvopasture 
Establishing a combination of trees and compatible forage on the same 
acreage. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in areas not previously disturbed. 

382 Fence  A constructed barrier to animals or people. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and when installed by hand, when it is temporary, and when 
installed without the use of heavy equipment to clear vegetation 
and obstructions. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

383 Fuel Break 
A strip or block of land on which the vegetation, debris, and detritus 
have been reduced and/or modified to control or diminish the spread of 
fire. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in areas not previously disturbed. 

384 Woody Residue Treatment 
The treatment of residual woody material that is created due to 
management activities or natural disturbances. 

Exempt when implemented without physical ground disturbance 
or burning.   
Non-Exempt when mechanized equipment will disturb subsurface. 

386 Field Border 

A strip of permanent vegetation established at the edge or around the 
perimeter of a field to provide a buffer between cropland and non-
cropped areas to reduce cropland impacts and provide wildlife food and 
cover. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

390 Riparian Herbaceous Cover 

Grasses, sedges, rushes, ferns, legumes, and forbs tolerant of 
intermittent flooding or saturated soils, established or managed as the 
dominant vegetation in the transitional zone between upland and 
aquatic habitats. 
 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

391 Riparian Forest Buffer 
An area predominantly trees and/or shrubs located adjacent to and up-
gradient from watercourses or water bodies. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

393 Filter Strip 
A strip or area of herbaceous vegetation established on cropland that 
removes contaminants from overland flow.  

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 
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Table 1. FY 2023 NRCS Minnesota Conservation Activities, Enhancements, and Practices with Little or No Potential to Affect Historic Properties 
Non-Exempt:  Planners shall submit an NRCS Minnesota (MN-CPA-048) Cultural Resources Review Form to the NRCS State CRS for further review. 
Exempt:  No further action needed if exemption criteria apply. If exemption criteria do not apply, the practice is Non-Exempt (see above). 
Not Listed: Planners shall submit an NRCS Minnesota (MN-CPA-048) Cultural Resources Review Form to the NRCS State CRS for further review. 

Practice Name Description Exemption Criteria 

394 Firebreak 
A permanent or temporary strip of bare or vegetated land established 
to retard the movement of fire. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

395 
Stream Habitat 
Improvement and 
Management 

Maintain, improve, or restore physical, chemical, and biological 
functions of a stream, and its associated riparian zone, necessary for 
meeting the life history requirements of desired aquatic species.   

Non-Exempt 

396 Aquatic Organism Passage 
Modification or removal of barriers that restrict or impede movement of 
aquatic organisms. 

Non-Exempt 

397 Aquaculture Ponds 
A water impoundment constructed and managed for farming of 
freshwater and saltwater organisms including fish, mollusks, 
crustaceans, and aquatic plants. 

Non-Exempt 

402 Dam 
An artificial barrier that can impound water for one or more beneficial 
purposes. 

Non-Exempt 

410 
Grade Stabilization 
Structure 

A structure used to control the grade and head cutting in natural or 
artificial channels. 

Non-Exempt 

412 Grassed Waterway 
A shaped or graded channel that is established with suitable vegetation 
to convey surface water at a non-erosive velocity using a broad and 
shallow cross section to a stable outlet. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

420 Wildlife Habitat Planting 
Establishing wildlife habitat by planting herbaceous vegetation or 
shrubs. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

422 Hedgerow Planting 
Establishment of dense vegetation in a linear design to achieve a natural 
resource conservation purpose 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

430 Irrigation Pipeline 
A pipeline and appurtenances installed to convey water for storage or 
application, as part of an irrigation water system. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance or confined 
to the modern surface. 
Non-Exempt when buried below existing depth of disturbance or 
in areas not previously disturbed. 

432 Dry Hydrant 
A nonpressurized permanent pipe assembly installed to permit 
withdrawal of water by suction from a water source. 

Non-Exempt 

436 Irrigation Reservoir A constructed dam, pit, or tank used to store water for irrigation. Non-Exempt 
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Table 1. FY 2023 NRCS Minnesota Conservation Activities, Enhancements, and Practices with Little or No Potential to Affect Historic Properties 
Non-Exempt:  Planners shall submit an NRCS Minnesota (MN-CPA-048) Cultural Resources Review Form to the NRCS State CRS for further review. 
Exempt:  No further action needed if exemption criteria apply. If exemption criteria do not apply, the practice is Non-Exempt (see above). 
Not Listed: Planners shall submit an NRCS Minnesota (MN-CPA-048) Cultural Resources Review Form to the NRCS State CRS for further review. 

Practice Name Description Exemption Criteria 

441 
Irrigation System, 
Microirrigation 

An irrigation system for frequent application of small quantities of water 
on or below the soil surface: as drops, tiny streams, or miniature spray 
through emitters or applicators placed along a water delivery line. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance or confined 
to the modern surface. 
Non-Exempt when buried below existing depth of disturbance or 
in areas not previously disturbed. 

442 Sprinkler System 
A distribution system that applies water by means of nozzles operated 
under pressure. 

Exempt 

449 
Irrigation Water 
Management 

The process of determining and controlling the volume, frequency, and 
application rate of irrigation water in a planned, efficient manner. 

Exempt 

460 Land Clearing 
Removing trees, stumps, and other vegetation from wooded areas to 
achieve a conservation objective. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance.   
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

462 
Precision Land Forming and 
Smoothing 

Regrading of a field to remove surface irregularities. Non-Exempt 

468 Lined Waterway or Outlet 

A waterway or outlet having an erosion-resistant lining of concrete, 
stone, synthetic turf reinforcement fabrics, or other permanent 
material.  
 

Exempt If adding a liner to a previously disturbed waterway (e.g., 
adding a liner on top of a waterway and anchoring with staples). 
Non-Exempt if new installation. 

472 Access Control 
The temporary or permanent exclusion of animals, people, vehicles, 
and/or equipment from an area. 

Exempt when confined to the modern surface, or with no new 
construction. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

484 Mulching 
Applying plant residues or other suitable materials produced off site, to 
the land surface. 

Exempt 

490 
Tree/Shrub Site 
Preparation 

Treatment of areas to improve site conditions for establishing trees 
and/or shrubs. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

500 Obstruction Removal 
Removal and disposal of buildings, structures, other works of 
improvement, vegetation, debris, or other materials. 

Non-Exempt 

511 
Forage Harvest 
Management 

The timely cutting and removal of forages from the field as hay, green-
chop, or ensilage. 

Exempt 

512 Pasture and Hay Planting 
Establishing adapted and/or compatible species, varieties, or cultivars of 
herbaceous species suitable for pasture, hay, or biomass production. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 
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Table 1. FY 2023 NRCS Minnesota Conservation Activities, Enhancements, and Practices with Little or No Potential to Affect Historic Properties 
Non-Exempt:  Planners shall submit an NRCS Minnesota (MN-CPA-048) Cultural Resources Review Form to the NRCS State CRS for further review. 
Exempt:  No further action needed if exemption criteria apply. If exemption criteria do not apply, the practice is Non-Exempt (see above). 
Not Listed: Planners shall submit an NRCS Minnesota (MN-CPA-048) Cultural Resources Review Form to the NRCS State CRS for further review. 

Practice Name Description Exemption Criteria 

516 Livestock Pipeline 
A pipeline and appurtenances installed to convey water for livestock or 
wildlife. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance or confined 
to the modern surface. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

520 
Pond Sealing or Lining - 
Compacted Soil Treatment 

A liner for an impoundment constructed using compacted soil with or 
without soil amendments. 

Non-Exempt 

521 
Pond Sealing or Lining – 
Geomembrane or 
Geosynthetic Clay Liner 

A liner for an impoundment constructed using a geomembrane or a 
geosynthetic clay material. 

Non-Exempt 

522 
Pond Sealing or Lining - 
Concrete 

A liner for an impoundment constructed using reinforced or 
nonreinforced concrete. 

Non-Exempt 

527 Sinkhole Treatment 
The treatment of sinkholes in karst areas to reduce contamination of 
groundwater resources, and/or to improve farm safety 

Non-Exempt 

528 Prescribed Grazing 
Managing the harvest of vegetation with grazing and/or browsing 
animals 

Exempt 

533 Pumping Plant 

A facility that delivers water at a designed pressure and flow rate.  
Includes the required pump(s), associated power unit(s), plumbing, 
appurtenances, and may include on-site fuel or energy source(s), and 
protective structures 

Exempt when updating or replacing an existing pump or pump 
component and no ground disturbance is involved. 
Non-Exempt when involving ground disturbance. 

550 Range Planting 
Establishment of adapted perennial or self-sustaining vegetation such as 
grasses, forbs, legumes, shrubs, and trees. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

554 
Drainage Water 
Management 

The process of managing water discharges from surface and/or 
subsurface agricultural drainage systems. 

Exempt when using existing water control structures. 
Non-Exempt when involving new construction or installation. 

558 Roof Runoff Structure 
A structure that will collect, control, and convey precipitation runoff 
from a roof. 

Exempt provided that the structure is determined to be less than 
50 years old. 
Non-Exempt when the structure is determined to be 50 years old 
or older. 

560 Access Road 
A travel-way for equipment and vehicles constructed as part of a 
conservation plan. 

Non-Exempt 
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Practice Name Description Exemption Criteria 

561 Heavy Use Area Protection 
Heavy Use Area Protection is used to stabilize a ground surface that is 
frequently and intensively used by people, animals, or vehicles. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance or confined 
to the modern surface (example: installing gravel base foundation 
with minimal surface disturbance) 
Non-Exempt when the existing depth of disturbance is exceeded 
or not confined to the modern surface in areas not previously 
disturbed.  (example: installing concrete foundation) 

570 Stormwater Runoff Control 
Controlling the quantity and quality of stormwater runoff. 
 

Non-Exempt 

572 Spoil Disposal Disposal of surplus excavated materials from construction activities. Non-Exempt 

574 Spring Development 
Collection of water from springs or seeps to provide water for a 
conservation need. 

Non-Exempt 

575 Trails and Walkways Established lanes or travel ways that facilitate animal movement. Non-Exempt 

576 Livestock Shelter Structure 
A permanent or portable structure with less than four walls and/or a 
roof to provide shelter to livestock. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 

and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 

Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

578 Stream Crossing 
A stabilized area or structure constructed across a stream to provide a 
travel way for people, livestock, equipment, or vehicles 

Non-Exempt 

580 
Streambank and Shoreline 
Protection 

Treatment(s) used to stabilize and protect banks of streams or 
constructed channels, and shorelines of lakes, reservoirs, or estuaries. 

Non-Exempt 

582 Open Channel 
Construction, improvement, or restoration of a natural or artificial 
water channel. 

Non-Exempt 

584 Channel Bed Stabilization Measure(s) used to stabilize the bed or bottom of a channel. Non-Exempt 

585 Stripcropping 
Growing planned rotations of erosion-resistant and erosion-susceptible 
crops or fallow in a systematic arrangement of strips across a field. 

Exempt 

587 Structure for Water Control 
A structure in a water management system that conveys water, controls 
the direction or rate of flow, maintains a desired water surface 
elevation or measures water. 

Non-Exempt 

588 Cross Wind Ridges 
Ridges formed by tillage, planting or other operations and aligned 
perpendicular to prevailing wind direction during critical wind erosion 
periods. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

589C Cross Wind Trap Strips 
Herbaceous cover established in one or more strips typically 
perpendicular to the most erosive wind events. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 
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Practice Name Description Exemption Criteria 

590 Nutrient Management 
Managing the amount (rate), source, placement (method of 
application), and timing of plant nutrients and soil amendments. 

Exempt 

592 Feed Management 
Manipulating and controlling the quantity and quality of available 
nutrient, feedstuffs, or additives fed to livestock and poultry. 

Exempt 

595 
Pest Management 
Conservation System 

A site-specific combination of pest prevention, pest avoidance, pest 
monitoring, and pest suppression strategies. 

Exempt 

600 Terrace 
An earth embankment, or a combination ridge and channel, constructed 
across the field slope. 

Non-Exempt 

601 Vegetative Barrier 
Permanent strips of stiff, dense vegetation along the general contour of 
slopes or across concentrated flow areas. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

603 Herbaceous Wind Barriers 
Herbaceous vegetation established in rows or narrow strips in the field 
across the prevailing wind direction. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

604 Saturated Buffer 
A subsurface, perforated distribution pipe used to divert and spread 
drainage system discharge to a vegetated area to increase soil 
saturation 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

605 Denitrifying Bioreactor 
A structure that uses a carbon source to reduce the concentration of 
nitrate nitrogen in subsurface agricultural drainage flow via enhanced 
denitrification. 

Non-Exempt 

606 Subsurface Drain 
A conduit installed beneath the ground surface to collect and/or convey 
excess water. 

Non-Exempt 

609 Surface Roughening 
Performing tillage operations that create random roughness of the soil 
surface. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implementation exceeds the depth of prior 
disturbance. 

610 
Saline and Sodic Soil 
Management 

Management of land, water, and plants to reduce the accumulation 
impacts of salts, sodium, or combination of salts and sodium on the soil 
surface and in the rooting zone. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

612 Tree/Shrub Establishment 
Establishing woody plants by planting seedlings or cuttings, direct 
seeding, or natural regeneration. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 



Appendix A, Page 13 

 

 

Table 1. FY 2023 NRCS Minnesota Conservation Activities, Enhancements, and Practices with Little or No Potential to Affect Historic Properties 
Non-Exempt:  Planners shall submit an NRCS Minnesota (MN-CPA-048) Cultural Resources Review Form to the NRCS State CRS for further review. 
Exempt:  No further action needed if exemption criteria apply. If exemption criteria do not apply, the practice is Non-Exempt (see above). 
Not Listed: Planners shall submit an NRCS Minnesota (MN-CPA-048) Cultural Resources Review Form to the NRCS State CRS for further review. 
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614 Watering Facility 
A permanent or portable device to provide an adequate amount and 
quality of drinking water for livestock and or wildlife. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance or confined 
to the modern surface. 
Non-Exempt when disturbance will exceed the depth of prior 
disturbance. 

620 Underground Outlet 
A conduit or system of conduits installed beneath the surface of the 
ground to convey surface water to a suitable outlet. 

Non-Exempt 

629 Waste Treatment The mechanical, chemical, or biological treatment of agricultural waste. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

632 Waste Separation Facility  
A filtration or screening device, settling tank, settling basin, or settling 
channel used to separate a portion of solids from a liquid waste stream. 

Non-Exempt 

634 Waste Transfer 
A system using structures, pipes or conduits installed to convey wastes 
or waste byproducts from the agricultural production site to 
storage/treatment or application. 

Exempt when using existing structures, conduits, or equipment, 
and without new construction. 
Non-Exempt when implemented with new construction. 

635 Vegetated Treatment Area 
An area of permanent vegetation used for agricultural wastewater 
treatment. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

638 
Water and Sediment 
Control Basin 

An earth embankment or a combination ridge and channel generally 
constructed across the slope and minor watercourses to form a 
sediment trap and water detention basin. 

Non-Exempt 

642 Water Well 
A hole drilled, dug, driven, bored, jetted or otherwise constructed to an 
aquifer for water supply. 

Non-Exempt 

643 
Restoration of Rare or 
Declining Natural 
Communities 

Restoring and managing rare and declining habitats and their associated 
wildlife species. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance or when 
limited to management. 
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas 
or exceeds the depth of prior disturbance. 

644 
Wetland Wildlife Habitat 
Management 

Retaining, developing, or managing wetland habitat for wetland wildlife. 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance 
and does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance or when 
limited to management. 
Non-Exempt when installing water control structures or 
performing earthmoving activities. 
























