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Every year, millions of people enjoy the
benefits of preservation in the United States.
Visitors and residents alike revel in the
atmosphere of San Francisco's Mission
District, Cincinnati’'s Mount Auburn,
Boston’s Faneuil Square, and the Vieux
Carré section of New Orleans. These and
other restored areas highlight the unique
regional heritage of our Nation's cities,
and provide a delightful contrast to the
imposing architecture of modern downtown
buildings. These areas are successful
because they have been made functional in
today's economy, but still provide a
visible link to the past.

Successful restoration projects have
demonstrated that preservation has many

Rosslyn. Virginia. The demand for downtown office
space has led to the creation of crowded highrise canyons
of glass and steel.
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ENERGY SAVINGS: REHABILITATION OF GRAND CENTRAL ARCADE
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benefits for society. Individual buildings or
entire districts, when restored or rehabili-
tated, often become the focus for dramatic
resurgence of community spirit and pride.
Historically preserved areas attract busi-
nesses, visitors, and concerned residents, all
of which can stimulate the economy of our
older cities. Buildings which provide a
tangible link to our Nation’s heritage can
soften the perceived pace and impersonal
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Grand Central Arcade, Seattle. It takes less energy to
restore old buildings than it does to replace them.

character of today’s highly mobile and
technical society.

There is another benefit of preservation,
however, which is not well known: it can
save energy. Taking into account the energy
required to tear down a structure, as well as
that needed to fabricate new building
materials, it can be demonstrated that it
takes less energy to restore old buildings
than it-does to replace them.
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Conclusions

It is important that preservation receive
proper credit for its energy savings.

Once energy is embodied in a building, it
cannot be recovered and used for another
purpose—8 bricks embody energy equivalent
to a gallon of gasoline but cannot fuel a car.
Preservation saves energy by taking advan-
tage of the nonrecoverable energy embodied
in an existing building and extending the
use of it.

Because the energy embodied in an
existing building was invested long ago,
and is nonrecoverable, its economic value is
not adequately recognized by normal eco-
nomic comparisons of preservation versus
new construction. Publicizing the energy
conservation benefits of preservation
can increase public awareness of this
hidden benefit.

The Council has developed these
methods to compute energy savings to
increase public awareness and encourage
preservation.
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For More Information

If you are an architect, a city planner, an
administrator, or a citizen interested in
preservation, you should learn more about
the Advisory Council on Historic Preserva-
tion's study, entitled Assessing the Energy
Conservation Benefits of Historic Preser-
vation. The models described in this study
are easy to understand, and can aid in
decision-making by providing accurate
planning information. To learn more
about the study or about preservation in
general, write:

The Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation

1522 K Street, NW.

Washington, D.C. 20005
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