
A'QTI'IBORY C O U N C I L  
ON 
HISTORIC P R E S E R V A T I O N  

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D . C .  2 0 2 4 0  

MEMORANDUM OF AGREErnNX 

WHEREAS, the Veterans Administration proposes to make available to the 
State of South Dakota the use of certain land and buildings at the Veterans 
Administration Hospital, Port Meade, South Dakota; and, 

LqEREAS, the Veterans Administration has determined that this proposal 
will affect the Fort Meade Historic District, South Dakota, a property listed 
in the National Register of Historic Places, and pursuant to the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 has requested the comments of the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation; and, 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the procedures of the Advisory Council on Zllstoric 
Preservation (Federal. -- Register, November 1 4 ,  1972, pp. 241.46-24148) represen- 
tatives of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the Veterans Admin- 
istration, and South Dakota State tTistoric Preservation Officer have consulted 
and reviewed the undertaking to determine the nature of the effect; now, 

TIIEREPORE : 
Tt i.s mutually agreed that implementation of the undertaking, as ind i -  

cated in the attached Veterans Administration proposal "To Make Available 
to the State of South Dakota the Use of Certain Land and Buildings at the 
Veterans Administration Hospital. Ft. Meade, South Dakota for an Archaeologb- 
cal Research Center" dated January 8, 1974, provided that the subsequent 
legal agreements bct~~een the Veterans Administration and the State of South 
Dakota concerning this transfer are forwarded to the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation for rev 

THE COUNCIL., U 4  i i lde~)r??~dcnt  a88?1c!l o f  the  E x c c ~ L ~ ~ ? ! ~  Hr(1~1wh o f  t h e  Federal Govei-ntrre~rt, in clrargcd h ! ~  t h e  A c t  o f  O r t o h ~ r  1 2 ,  .I!,"+. ir . : !h 

arlcisi~lg t h e  Preaidsnt a?rri Congrens h 8  t h ~  jirld o f  Historic f'rtlw,rl'atio?~, co~tr~rtr 'nt ing on Ft'derul, f edero l l?~  uesistrd,  tin,< jr,rlrr,r;ijt, iirc ris<<l 
undertuliiirys hav ing  art eLTvrt span j ,roye?, t i~d listed in tlrr: 12'uliorull Heyiater o j  Historic Placeti, Yeeo , , tn~end;~~r t  nrcaq.u?~-u t.1. ~..)r?r<.'i:c:lrc 
gov~rninr!!rlai w i t h  11ril)a.te act iui l ier ,  aciei~irrg 0 1 1  t h e  dissu,r~inatio~r o i  i ~ ~ f o r r ~ c u t i o n ,  r ~ t e t i u r t i y i n ~  p ~ ~ b l i c  i~rtercal  uitd ;,iiiiir.i;,cr<it%r-, rlcot,,- 

~ ? i e n d i ~ l o  :hr co~idl1r.t o f  .vl!cciul ;itudien, mluinirry in t h e  grept~rntiorr o j  lcgialution, ancl e ~ c c o ~ ~ r u g i n g  sj,#ciolirp(l trr~i?!i , iy  nrrd r.i!l~ci!t.i!. u,.t! 
gt~iiiitru tlrc Urrited S ta tes  u~s,~tbsr.shi l)  i ~ r  t h e  Ir~lurnailoirul Centre f o r  t h e  Stttdl, of t h e  Preuervutio?~ a i ~ d  t l ~ e  R e s t u r ~ l ~ i u n  o i  C a l t l ~ r c ~ i  l ' , u ,~ t ' , . ( :~  
hi  ~'2oi1te. l tu!u.  



VETERANS ADFLINISTPATf CN 
PROPOSAL 

TO IIt.Y.33 ATJAILABLE TO THE STATE OF SGTUTI-I DAKOTA 
THE USE OF CERTAIN -LAND M4D BUILDINGS 

AT THE: VETETLAlU'S ADi.IINIST&YIIOK: HOSPITAL 
FT, 1EADE,  SGUTII D&;OTA 

FOR AJ.4 ARCkLAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH CENTER 

1, It i s  the  p roposa l  o f  the Veterans Admin i s t r a t i on  t o  make avai lable  
t o  t h e  S t a t e  of South Dakota c e r t a i n  land and b u i l d i n g s  a t  t h e  Veterans 
Admin i s t r a t i on  H o s p i t a l  r e s e r v a t i o n  a t  F t .  Meade, South Dakota. 

2, The S t a t e  of  South Dakota on December 5 ,  1973, reques ted  from the  
Veterans  Admin i s t r a t i on  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of b u i l d i n g s  53, 54, 58 and 60, and 
t h e i r  a t t e n d a n t  l a n d s  t o  t h e  S t a t e  of South Zakota f o r  t h e  es tab l i shment  
aE ar, Archaeological.  XZesearch Center ,  The r e q u e s t  of t h e  S t a t e  of Sn,uth 
Dakota h a s  been endorsed by thc D i r e c t o r  of: t h e  VX H o s p i t a l  a t  B t ,  lieade 
as be ing  compatible  w i t h  t h e  miss ion  of t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

'3. The Veterans  Admin i s t r a t i on  H o s p i t a l  a t  F t ,  Keade, South Dakota com- 
p r i s e s  a p a r t  of t h e  3,000 a s r e  Ft. iIeacle H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  a Nat iona l  
R e g i s t e r  p rope r ty .  

4. The proposed e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  an Archaeologica l  Rzsearch Center ,  an 
a d a p t i v e  use  of t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  would r e s u l t  i n  an e f f e c t  t o  a Nat iona l  
Register proper ty .  

5. In  1971, p r i o r  t o  the  a d d i t i o n  of t h e  F t ,  IIeade k l i s to r i c  D i s t r i c t  t o  
the Nat iona l  R e g i s t e r ,  t h e  Veterans  Adminis t ra t ion  Izsd determined tha r  t h e  
s u b j e c t  bui- ldings were s u r p l u s  t o  t h e  needs of t h e  Veterans Admini s t r a t i o n  
and hod proposed t o  demolish t h e  bu i ld ings .  Following c o n s u l t a t i o n  b c t i ~ e c n  
t h e  Veterans  Admin i s t r a t i on ,  t h e  S t a t e  of South Dnkota and t h e  R d v j s a r y  
Counci l  on I - l i s tor ic  P r e s e r v a t i o n ,  t h e  Chairman of t h e  Advisory (;ouncLl 
reconmended t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  be preserved. arld t h a t  " ( the)  S t a t e  of South  
Dakota and o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  l o c a l  agenc ie s  be n o t i f i e d  t h a t  bar racks  53, 
54, 58 and 60 and t h e i r  a s s o c i a t e d  lands  could  become a v a i l a b l c . . , f o r  
kk is tor ic  nonument, educat iorzal ,  o r  o t h e r  compatPbLc uses . ,  . I !  I n  h i s  r e p l y  
the Admin i s t r a to r  of Ve te rans  Affairs concurred and r eques t ed  Advisory 
Council " a s s i s t a n c e  i n  l o c a t i n g  p o s s i b l e  u s e r s  f o r  Bui ld ings  Hos. 53, 54,  
58 and 60 . ' I  

6, It i s  t h e  opinion of  t h e  Veterans  A d n i n i s f r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  r eques t  of 
the S t a t e  of Soutfi l jakota  f o r  u s e  of the s u b j e c t  land and b u i l d i n g s  and 
the  purpose f o r  whicil t h e y  would be used i s  i n  x c o r d a n c e  wi th  t h e  rec-  
ommendation of t h e  Advisory  Gouncll  as concurred i n  by t h e  Adminis t ra tor  
of Veterans  *iff a i r s ,  

7. The Veteracs Administration has r eques t ed  from t h e  S t a t e  o f  South 
Dakwka a s t a t emen t  t h a t  if t h e  sub jcc t  proper ty  i s  made avai lable  t o  t h e  



S t a t e  of  South Dakota, t h e  S t a t e  of South Dakota w i l l  comply,.with t h e  
s t a t u t o r y  and r e g u l a t o r y  requirement  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a Na t iona l  R e g i s t e r  
p rope r ty .  

8. The I i i s to i r ic  P r e s e r v a t i o n  O f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  of South Dakota i.s 
t h e  o f f i c i a l  o f  t h e  S t a t e  who h a s  recluestcd use  of t h e  s u b j e c t  proper ty .  
The Advisory Counci l  h a s  recommended f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
r e q u e s t  by t h e  Veterans  Adminis t ra t ion .  

9. There  a r e  s e v e r a l  means by which t h e  s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  can be  made 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  S t a t e  of  South Dakota. It i s  f u r t h e r  proposed by t h e  
Veterans  Admin i s t r a t i on  t h a t  t h e  means by which t h e  p rope r ty  w i l l  be  made 
a v a i l a b l e  n o t  5 e  l i m i t e d  by a  Memorandum of  Agreement, b u t  be accornpPishcd 
by d i r e c t  n e g o t i a t i o n  between t h e  Veterans  Adr iu i s t r a t i o i z  and t h e  S t a t e  of 
South Dakota t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  means which w i l l  b e s t  s e rve  t h e  needs of both 
p a r t i e s  may be  adopted wi thou t  f u r t h e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n .  I 

10. The a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  t h i s  proposa l  ar.e: 

e .  That, the Veterans  Admin i s t r a t i on  r e t a i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  and cvnLinue 
t o  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  maintenance and r e p a i r ,  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and/or  
r e s t o r a t i o n .  

I n  1971 the mitlimum maintenance c o s t s  f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t  b u i l d i n g s  
( inc lud ing  u t i l i t i e s )  t o t a l e d  appro:cimately $5,006 annual.ly, A t  t h a t  
t i m e  it was e s t ima ted  t h a t  t h e  annual  c o s t  t o  main ta in  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  
i n  f i r s t  c l a s s  concl i t ion would t o t a l  approximately $32,000. It  was 
a l s o  e s t ima ted  that t h e  c o s t  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  t o  an  acceptabl-e 
maintenance c o n d i t i o n  wi thou t  s t r u c t u r a l  change would. t o t a l  more than 
$110,000, and t h e  c o s t  f o r  complete r e s t o r a t i o c  of t h e  b u i l d i n g s  t o  an 
e x a c t  r e p l i c a  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  Caval ry  Barracks would be approximately 
$1 m i l l i o n .  The c o s t s  t o  t h e  Fede ra l  govern~nent f o r  t h e  r c t e i ~ t i o n  of 
these b u i l d i n g s  would range  from $5,000 annua l ly  up t o  a  p o s s i b l e  $1. 
m i l l i o n  i n  r e s t o r a t i o n  funds p l u s  more than  $32,000 annua l ly  f o r  f i r s t  
c l a s s  maintenance. It can  be a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  c o s t s  would i n -  
crease i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  Approval of t h e  r eques t  of t h e  S t a t e  of South 
Dakota would r e l e a s e  t h e  Veterans  Admin i s t r a t i on  f o r  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  t h e  expend i tu re  of t h e s e  Fede ra l  funds.  

b. That t h e  Veterans  . t tdrninistration r e t a i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  continue t o  
be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  maintenance and r e p a i r ,  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and/or  r e s t o r -  
a t i o n  and seek  a more a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e r  f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t  p rope r ty .  

TI1is would r e q u i r e  t h e  cont inued  expend i tu re  of Fede ra l  funds  f o r  t>t? 
rnaintenanci: and r e p a i r  o f  t h e  bui lci ings and a  v a l u e  judgment t h a t  t he  
r e q u e s t  of t he  S t a t e  of  South Dakota does  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  an a p p r u p r i a t e  
u s e  of t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  based upon c o ~ l s i d c r a t i o n s  of h i s t o r i c  prr?.st?rvation 
zad t h e  m i s s i c n  of t h e  VA IIospi t21 a t  Ft, Heade. 



11. It i s  t h e  gpini.cn of t h e  Veterans Admin i s t r a t i on  t h a t  t h e  mLssion 
of  t h e  VA XIospital a t  F t .  Pfende and t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  of h i s t o r i c  pres- 
e r v a t i o n  can  be served  and a monetary sav ings  t o  t h e  Federa l  government. 
can b e  e f f e c t i - v e  by concurrence  wi th  t h e  r e q u e s t  of  t h e  S t a t e  of South 
Dakota f o r  t h e  use of t h e  s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  f a r  t,Ie es t ab l i shmen t  of an 
h r c h a e o l o g i c a l  Research Center .  

12.  Attached a r e  t h e  fo l lowing :  

a. A copy o f  t h e  r e q u e s t  of t h e  S t a t e  of South Dakota f o r  t h e  use 
of b u i l d i n g s  and l and  a t  t h e  Veterans Adminis t ra t ion  H o s p i t a l  a t  
FC, 14eade, South Dakota f o r  t h e  es tab l i shmet l t  of an  Arehneol.ogical 
Research Center  , 

b. A copy of t h e  l e t t e r  from t h e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Veterans  Adminis- 
t r a t i o n  H o s p i t a l ,  F t .  Neade, South Dakota, recornending approval  of 
the r e q u e s t .  

c .  A Bui ld ing  Ncrmber and Locat ion  P l a n  f o r  the  Veterans Adminis t ra t ion  
f 

H o s p i t a l  a t  F t .  Mesde, South aako ta ,  i l l u s t r a t i n g ,  i n  r e d ,  t h e  proper ty  
r eques t ed  by - t h e  S t a t e  of South Dakota,  The de f ined  area i s  approxi.mc?tc 
and does  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  3 l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  proper ty .  

~ 6 1 e r a h  Agency Representative 

Attachments ,,-.--- -., 

<LI/, 
CONCUR: 27 %.',-.A < <i =Jd~& 4/ 

,,-.Chief 'Plcdical L) i rec tor  
I /  / -. 

CONCUR :' 1374 



January 2, 1974 

OFFICE OF 
CULTURAL 
PRESERVAT! ON 
Slate Capitol 
Pierre, S.D. 57501 
P h o n e ( 6 0 5 1 2 2 4 3 4 5 8  

M s .  Gjore Mollenhoff 
Federal  Agency Representative 
Veteran 's  Administration 
Washington, D. C. 20420 

Department c ~ f  

Edw~~ltionclndCultvralRffoclirs 

D e a r  M s .  Mollenhoff: 

Thank you f o r  your i n t e r e s t  i n  the  use of a s e r i e s  of buildings i n  t he  
Fo r t  Meade His tor ic  D i s t r i c t ,  by the  Archaeologi.ca1 Research Center. 
As p o t e n t i a l  rec ip iene  of the property, the  Office of Cul tural  Preser-  
vat ion,  on behalf of t he  S t a t e  of South Dakota: 

1. Is atrare t h a t  t he  subject  property i s  a National Register 
property.  

2. Is wi l l ing ,  i f  granted the use of the property, t o  comply 
with a l l  appl icable  s t a t u t e s  and regulat ions  regarding 
National Register  proper t ies .  

3.  W i l l  i nves t iga te  the  s i t e  t o  determine whether there  a r e  
archaeological  resources present ,  and, i f  so,  t o  assure  
their proper salvage. 

4. W i l l  consul t ,  a s  necessary, with the His tor ic  Preservation 
Off icer  f o r  t he  S t a t e  of South Dakota and the  Advisory 
Council on His tor ic  Preservation t o  assure  t h a t  the  above 
condit ions a r e  met. 

I would suggest t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r  of i n t e n t  be attached t o  any cont rac t  
between the  S t a t e  of South Dakota and the  Veteran's  Administration. The 
Off ice  of Cul tural  Preservation looks forward t o  a long and mutually 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  with the  Veteran's  Administration. 

e f f o r t  your o f f i c e  has made i n  making t l ~ i s  possible .  

Director and His tor ic  Preservation Off icer  
\for ~ ~ & h  Dakota, National Register  of H i s to r i c  Places 

7hn n F f i r a  nf  f'~gttt+rnl Prc lc~rvat ion nf the Rr~nar tmen t  of Education a n d  Cirltural Affairs coctv!irtates Sr?:l:h h i ( r 3 t d ' ~  



December 5, 1973 

CULTURAL 
PRESERVATi O N  -- 
Statc capitol 
Pierre, S.D. 57501 
Phone (G05) 224 3150 

Dr. Ben S. G:clls, M. D.  
Hasp-ital D i r e c t o r  
V e t e r a n ' s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  Eospi . ta l  
Fort Neade, S o u t h  Dakota 57741 

fj*:s$ Y v E117)b.. ,-i; L+%J- \ 
/ .  . r(d.F-;~. 

A ?!?A! P P?a' '%A. Deportment of 
Db.' Education ancJ cviiwral nrlairs 

Dear D r .  Wells : 

P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  le t ter  a f o r m a l  r e q u e s t  f o r  t r a n s f e r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g s  
and p r o p e r t y  o u t l i n e d  on t h e  a t t a c h e d  nap of F o r t  EIeade from t h e  Veteraxl 's  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  t h e  S t a t e  of  South Dakota f o r  use as an Archaeo log ica l  
Resea rch  C e n t e r ,  a p r o g r a n  in t h e  O f f i c e  of Cul tura l .  P r e s e r v a t i o n  of t h e  
Depa r tnen t  of Educa t ion  2nd C u l t u r a l  A f f a i r s .  I am aware oE your p r c s s n t  
tfse of B u i l d i n g j f ~ 5 - a s  a l e c t u r e  f a c i l i t y  and r e  would be happy t o  honor 
that usc'ln--the f u t u r e ,  1 un a l s o  aware of your  lease of  two f l o o r s  of 
B u i l d i n g  855 f o r  a county  Eluseurn, We would be happy t o  honor t h a t  co rn i t - .  
ment as w e l l .  

X t  is  t h e  t h ink ing  of M r .  J e r r y  Andrews, Commissioner of  ~ d & i ~ l i s t r a t i o n ,  
t h a t  a n  o u t r i g h t  t r a n s f e r  of t h e  p r o p e r t y  would rnalce i t  e a s i e r  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  
af South Dakota t o  co rmi t  funds  f o r  maintenance of t h c  b u i l d i n g s .  I s t i l l  
hope, however ,  t h a t  we can  work w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  r e q u e s t  which you have  
i n i t i a f e d  f o r  o u t s i d e  maintenance of  a l l  of these s t r u c t u r e s .  A s  H i s t o r l c  
P r e s e r v a t l o r r  O f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  S t a t e ,  I a m  concerned w i t h  a d a p t i v e  u s e  of 
any s t r u c t u r e s  i u  an h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  which i s  on t h e  H a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  
of H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s .  M r .  J a ~ e s  Deam, S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  Department of Educat ion  
and C u l t u r a l  Af fa i r s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  cogn izzn t  of f u t u r e  growth p o t e n t i a l  and 
feels  t h a t  we s l ~ o u l d  r e q u e s t  a l l  of the b u i l d i n g s  t:hich a r e  c u r r e n t l y  n o t  
being u t i l i z e d  a l t h o u g h  o u r  c u r r e n t  needs  a r e  f o r  onl-y two o r  t h r e e  of the  
s t r u c t u r e s .  

Upon cotnple t ion  o f  t h e  t r a n s f e r ,  i t  i s  my wish t o  t r a n s f e r  a l l  of the hold- 
ings of t h e  progrzms i n  t h e  O f f i c e  of C u l t u r a l  P r e s e r v a t i o n  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  
cu r r cn t r ly  o n  e x h i b i t  ir. nuseums o r  be ing  used i n  s c h o o l  l o a n  programs. 
T h i s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a i a r g e  n u ~ b e r  of  archaeolqgica.L speciillens and r e s e a r c h  
library a t  the Id. H. Over hluseum, forn?o,rly owned by t h e  museums, t h e  Archaeo- 
l o g i c a l  Commission and v a r i o u s  f e d e r a l  agenc ie s .  I a l s o  a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  
t r a n s f e r  o f  o v e r  8,000 s q u a r e  f e e t  of archacologl .ca1 m a t e r i a l  from S o u t h  
Dakota c u r r e n t l y  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  l i idwest  Archaeo log ica l  Ccntelr of t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Park Service i n  L inco ln ,  Nebraska. 1 have d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  l a s t  t ransfer  wit11 

TL- n~c:-.. - I  P.. I~. . . - I  D r , l + r . r a , - r + : n n  thr7 nnn~rtmnnt  nf Fr!~rrntinn 2nd  Ilu1:ural Affairs coordinates S w h  Cakn:nl: 
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-. 

D r .  C a r l  B a l l i ,  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Midwest Archaeo log ica l  Center .  T ~ C  t o t a l  
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  R e s e a r c h  Cen te r  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  F o r t  Meade l l i s t o r i c  
D i s t r i c t :  would be crnder t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of D r .  John S ,  S i g s t a d ,  D i r e c t o r  of 
t h e  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  Rescarch  Center  and S t a t e  Archaeo1,ogist .  1 would hope 
that w e  cou ld  g e t  B u i l d i n g s  /;53 and /I54 i n  shape  t.o move some t i r n a  i n  t h e  
early part of 1974.  

I a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  new Archaeo log ica l  Research  Cen te r  t o  be  a c l e a r i n g  house 
for Env i ronmzn ta l  I n p a c t  E v a l u a t i o n s ,  an  e d u c a t i o n  r e s o u r c e  t o  serve t h e  
S t a t e ' s  museums ( inc lu .d ing  the county Tnuseurii l o c a t e d  i n  B u i l d i n g  #55) and 
a center f o r  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  with major  emphasis on t h e  new Paleo-  
h e r i c a n  Hor i zon  which i s  c u r r e n t l y  be ing  d e f i n e d  i n  Western Sou th  Dakota 
and i n  a d j o i n i n g  s t a t e s .  T h i s  new h o r i z o n  promises  t o  r e - -wr i t e  a g r e a t  
p a r t  of Nor th  American Archaeology. 

The f u t u r e  n a y  r c q u i r e  use of some of t h e  s p a c e  f o r  p r o g r a m  of t h e  Museum 
of Geology a t  S o u t h  Dakota School  of IGnes and Technology i n  h p i d  C i t y .  
Th i s  E o c . i l i t y  is  a l r e a d y  b u r s t i n g  a t  t h e  seams. D r .  Robert  K i l s o n  needs  
space a lmos t  i r n c d i a t e l y  t o  s t o r e  c a s t s  c o n t a i n i n g  p a l e o n t o l o g i c a l  specimens 
and would l i k e  to  borrow s p a c e  t o  "winter"  i l e l d  v c t ~ i c l e s  i f  a f u r t h e r  
arrangenlent  can  t:e nade .  I n  a l l  c a s e s ,  I. w i l l  c o n s i d e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  o p e r a t i o n  
of t h e  V e t z r a n ' s  A d m i n i s t r a t i e n  I I o s p i t a l  a s  the  p r i m  f a c t o r  i n  de t e rmin ing  
possible adaptive use, 
b 

I apprecfate  your kind h o s p i t a l i t y  and t h a t  of Ken S t o r y  d u r i n g  my r e c e n t  
visit. 3: would hope  t h a t  we can work t o g e t h e r  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  g i a n t  s t e p  
in C u l t u r a l  P r e s e r v a t i o n .  
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Washington,  D. C ,  20240 . 
De.ar Ken: 

E have  r e c e n t l y  v i s i t e d  t h e  P o r t  Pioade E l i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  nczr S t u r g i s ,  
SoutIl Dalcota which i s  on t h e  N a t i o n e l  R e g i s t e r  of E-l is tor ic  P l a c e s ,  I 
a m  t h c  l i i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Officcr f o r  t h e  Ni-tt:ional 2cgistzr Pz3&r;n 
i n  South  Dakota,  Ey i n t e r e s t  a t  t h e  n?or.snt i s  t o  seek t r a n s f e r  01 p a r t  
of t h e  D i s t r i c t  f rom t h e  V e t e r a n ' s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  t h e  S ta te  o f  Soutll 
Dakota  t o  bc used as o u r  o f f i c i a l  Axchneologicaf  Resea rch  Ccn te r  f o r  
thc s ta te ,  - T h i s  would be an a d a p t i v e  u s e  of t h e  p r o p e r t y  that:  would 
help a s s u r e  i t s  c o n s e r v a t i o n .  1 see no  problems i n  terms of c o n p l i a n c e s  
with e i t h e r  10G o r  11593. D r .  Ben Wel ls ,  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  ~ c t e r a n ' s  
Adminis t ra t ion  I I o s p i t a l ,  is  a g r e e a b l e  t o  t h e  p r o p o s a l ,  

During my c o ~ ~ v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  city o f f i c i a l s  i n  S t u r g i s ,  I l e a r n e d  of t h e  
p o s s i b l e  t r a n s f e r  of s0rr.e 1-49 a c r e s  of t l ~ e  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  c i t y  
of Stuprgis. The  proposed  t r a n s f e r  of ]-and, whicli h a s  been h e l d  up tenpo- 
ra r iXy by i n z c c u r a c i e s  i n  t h e  o r i g i n 2 1  dc? i . n i t i on  of b o u n d a r i e s ,  i n c l u d e s  
Barry Stadiuc l  which  i s  one  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  
d i s t r i c t .  1 would l i k e  t o  suggest.  t h a t  t h i s  n e a r l y  c o n p l c t c d  t r a n s f e r  ~ a y  
be i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  E s e c u t i v e  O r d e r  11593 which  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  P r o t e c t i o n  
and Enhancerr.cnt of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Envi rnnnent .  I would l i k e  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e  Veteran's A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  sirnply l e a s i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
or l o a n i n g  i t  Lnformal ly  t o  t h e  c i t y  t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  t h e  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  
wlll not: b e  a l t c r e d .  To d z t e  t h e  c i t y  has had t o  r e l y  on t h e  ~ e t c r n n ' s  
Adminis t r a t - i o n  t o  r m i n t a i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a l thougt l  i t  h a s  bee12 made avail.- 
able (on l o a n )  f o r  t h e  c i t y ' s  use .  

I: feel t h a t  t h e  poss i .b le  t r a n s f e r  o f  27 a c r e s  f r o n  F o r t  lfcade to Fo r t  
t i rade Schoo l  District El01 i s  currently b e i n g  i n v c s t i g n t e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  p o s s i b l e  v i o l a t i o n  of S c c t i o n  106 ( I l i s t a r i c  Preservation Act of  L9LG--- 



-- 
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80 Stat .  3x5) is a l s o  not- n d v i s a b l c .  X undc r s t and  t h a t  the  p ro j ec l :  has 
now been abandoned; I wouEd l i l c e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of t h i s  and would a ~ p r e c j - a t e  
-are c u r r e n t  i n fo rma t io r ,  f 'ron v a r i o u s  fcdernl. a g e n c i e s  i n  South  Dakota tha t  
arc. et ther  on t h e  Nat iona l .  f i e e i s t c r  o r  who 1nr:y be  e l i g i b l e  f o r  the  Regis ter  
when they  p l an  t o  t ransfcs  p s o p e r t i c s .  1 am a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e  M.P.O. o f t e n  
hears  abou t  t h e s e  transfers o111y a f t e r  t hey  have  been compl.cted. 

I 

your cansirlerat:ion, 1 remain 
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