
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 
Between 

f he Department o f  Veterans A f f a l  r s  
The Pennsylvania State M ls to r i c  Preservation Offf ce 

And 
The Advisory Counci 1 on H i  s t o r l c  Preservatlon 

WHEREAS. The Department o f  Veterans A f f a i r s  (VA) has determined t h a t  the  
demol i t ion o f  Bui ld ings 8 and 23. VA Pi t tsburgh Healthcare System, Aspl nwall 
D iv i s ion ,  O'Hara Township. Allegheny County, w i l l  have an e f f e c t  on a property 
determined e l i g i b l e  for  the National Register a f  H i s t o r l c  P laces ;  and 

WHEREAS, t he  VA has consulted w i t h  t he  Pennsylvania State H i s t o r i c  
Preservatl on O f f i ce r  (SHPO) and determined that the e f f e c t  i s  adverse but unavoi dab1 e 
i n  order t o  provtde veterans, VA s t a f f ,  and v i s i t o r s  w i th  a safe  environment. 

WHEREAS, the VA has requested comments o f  t he  Advisory Council on H i s t o r i c  
Preservat ion (Counci 1 )  pursuant t o  Sectl on 106, o f  the  Nat ional H - i s t ~ r i  c Preservat ion 
Act o f  1966 (16 U. S . C .  470f) '  and i t s  implementing regulat lons dated ~ u n e  1999, 
"Protect ion o f  H i s t o r i c  Cultura7 Properties" (36 CFR P a r t  BOD) : and 

WHEREAS, the  bu i ld ings  are not up t o  current standards and renovations are 
estimated a t  1.5 m i l l i o n  per bu i l d i ng  t o  make them habltable,  a pub l i c  no t i ce  
offer ing the  bu i ld ings  for sale has no t  been made. It i s  i n  the p u b l i c ' s  i n t e r e s t  t o  
demolish the bu i ld ings  due t o  the  unsafe condit ions o f  t he  bu i ld ings.  

NOW. THEREFORE. VA, t h e  Pennsylvania SHPO, and the Council agree t h a t  the 
undertakings sha l l  be implemented i n  accordance with the  fo l low ing  s t i pu l a t i ons  i n  
order t o  take i n t o  account t h e i r  a f f e c t  on the h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t :  

STIPULATIONS 

1 .  VA w i l l  have Bui ld ings 8 and 23 recorded so t ha t  there w i l l  be a permanent record 
o f  the1 r h i  s t o r y  and appearance. The H i s t o r i c  American Bui ld ings Survey (HABS) 
(National Park Serv lce.  Department of the I n t e r i o r ,  Washington, D .C .  20243, 202- 
343-9606) w i l l  f i r s t  be contacted t o  determine what l e ve l  of dacumentatYan i s  
required. A l l  documentat-ion must be accepted by WABS f o r  submission t o  the  
L ib ra ry  o f  Congress, and the  SHPO n o t i f i e d  o f  i t s  acceptance, p r l o r , t o  ,demo?ltion 
o r  remoV&"r"of t h e  bu i ld ings .  Copies o f  t h i s  documentation w i l l  be provided t o  
t he  Pennsylvania SHPO and VA's H i s t o r i c  Preservation O f f i ce ,  

I n  the event recordat ion of Bui ld ings 8 and 23 1s not accepted by HABS/HAER, 
S t a t e  Level Recordation w i l l  be prepared i n  consultat ion with the State H i s t o r i c  
Preservation Of f ice.  

2 .  VA w i l l  construct a historical wayside plaque t ha t  describes t he  h i s t o r i c a l  and 
a rch i tec tu ra l  aspects of the  Aspinwall D iv is ion.  Design o f  the plaque w i l l  be 
developed i n  consul ta t ion w i th  t h e  SHPO. The plaque wtll be displayed as you 
enter the  campus near the area where Bui ldings 8 and 23 are located. 

Execution o f  t h i s  Agreement and implementation of i t s  terms evidences t h a t ,  i n  
accordance w i t h  36 CFR Part 800, VA ha$ afforded the SHPO and  t he  Council an 
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opportunity t o  comment on t he  demo1 i t i o n  o f  h i s t o r i c  buildings a t  the VA 
Pi t tsburgh Heal thcare Systern. Aspinwall D i v i s i o n .  which i s  e l i g lb l e  for inclusion 
on the Nat iona l  Register o f  H i s t o r i c  Places. 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS ; HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE: 

tern Date State  Historic Preservation Off icer  Date 

f Q/20 ' d LZLP 292 Z T P  




