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UNDERTAKING 

T h e  Veterans  Adminis t ra t ion  proposes t o  demolish s i x  b u i l d i n g s  a t  
the Gulfport  D iv i s ion  of the Veterans  Adminis t ra t ion Medical 
Center  a t  B i l o x i ,  I%. T h e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  e a r l y  20th Century 
r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g s  and one garage  t h a t  were b u i l t  f o r  s t a f f  
use .  They have changed use and appearance over  the y e a r s  and a l l  
b u t  one a r e  now unoccupied. T h e  a t t ached  s i t e  map i n d i c a t e s  the 
b u i l d i n g  l o c a t i o n s  and the photographs i l l u s t r a t e  the  i n d i v i d u a l  
s t r u c t u r e s .  

PROPERTY 

The Gulfpor t  D iv i s ion  of the Veterans  Adminis t ra t ion Medical 
Center a t  B i l o x i  has been determined t o  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  i nc lus ion  
i n  the Nat ional  Reg i s t e r  by  the Department of the I n t e r i o r .  I t  
is a n  e a r l y  20th.  Century, " A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Set'' complex designed 
i-n a Spanish Revival  s t y l e .  T h e  Miss i s s ipp i  SHPO has determined 
that  f i v e  of the s i x  b u i l d i n g s  s l a t e d  f o r  demolit ion c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  the s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  t h e  resource .  Bui ldings 51, 54, 55 and 56 
a r e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  cons t ruc ted  i n  1928, b u i l d i n g  107 was 
cons t ruc ted  i n  1917 a s  s t a f f  q u a r t e r s  and b u i l d i n g  613 w a s  a l s o  
b u i l t  i n  1917 a s  a garage. T h e  Miss i s s ipp i  SHPO has  determined 
that  b u i l d i n g  613 is m t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  the Nat ional  Regis te r  and, 
i n  s p i t e  of i ts  age,  does not c o n t r i b u t e  t o  the resource.  
Bui ld ings  51, 54, 55 and 56 are wood frame s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  a 
s tucco  e x t e r i o r  f i n i s h .  They a l l  appear t o  have had open 
porches  which have s ince  been enclosed. Af t e r  a n  o n - s i t e  
meeting, the Miss i s s ipp i  SHPO' s o f f  ice determined t h a t  a l l  of the 
referenced  s t r u c t u r e s  have l o s t  their i n t e g r i t y .  



EFFECT 

Demolit ion of B u i l d i n g s  51, 54, 55, 56, and 107 would have an 
adve r se  e f f e c t  on the resource .  Demolit ion o f  b u i l d i n g  613 would 
no t  a f  f e c t  the resource .  Although the e f f e c t  w i l l  be adverse ,  
t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  r ep re sen t  a s m a l l  p o r t i o n  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  
w i t h i n  the his tor ic  d i s t r i c t  that  d e f i n e  and c o n t r i b u t e  to  i t s  
character and  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

ALTERNATIVES 

The Ve te rans  Adminis t ra t ion  has determined t h a t  it is  not 
economical ly  f e a s i b l e  or prudent  t o  rehabilitate the re fe renced  
b u i l d i n g s  and,  based  on their  o n - s i t e  meeting,  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  
SHPO h a s  i n d i c a t e d  concurrence i n  t h a t  de te rmina t ion .  The VA 
e s t ima ted  t h a t  the c o s t  f o r  renovat ion would exceed $50,000 f o r  
each bu io ld ing .  

MEASURES CONTAINED I N  THE MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

The Memorandum of Agreement cal ls  f o r  t h e  documentation of  the 
b u i l d i n g s  to  the s t anda rds  of the H i s t o r i c  American Bui ldings  
Survey and the development of a survey  and t r ea tmen t  p l an  f o r  t h e  
remaining b u i l d i n g s  on t h e  site.  Both t h e  VAMC and V A ' s  c e n t r a l  
o f f i c e  are committed t o  p reven t ing  f u r t h e r  b u i l d i n g  loss due t o  
neg lec t .  Accordingly,  t hey  have ag reed  t o  under take a 
comprehensive b u i l d i n g  survey  as  the f i r s t  s t e p  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  
development of a n  h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n  p l a n  f o r  both t h e  c e n t e r  
a t  B i l o x i  and the  Gul fpor t  Div is ion .  

RECOMMENDAT IONS 

I recommend t h a t  w e  s i g n  t h e  agreement and foward i t  to the VA 
f o r  execut ion.  








