
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN TTIE DEPARTMENT OF VETEIUNS 
AI'FAIRS NOI<THAMI"~ON VA MEDICAL CENTElZ, TIIE MASSACIXUSETTS tIISTOlilC 

COMMISSION, AND THE ADVISORY COUNCII, ON I-LISTOIUC I'RESEIIVATION 
REGARDING TIIE CONSTRUCTION OF A NKW BOILElZ HOUSE AND NEW WATER TANK 

AND DISMANTLING AND REMOVAI, OF A WATER TOWER 

WllEREAS Ihe Northa~npton VA Medical Center Leeds, Massachusetts has constructetl a !new 
Boiler House on its campus ant1 the VA plasts to continue to itse tlie existit~g boiler liouse witlioitt altering 
its exterior faqade (undertaking); and 

WHEREAS the Northamptos VA Mcdic:~l Center will dismantle and rclnove the exisl:ing, 
octtdated, and failing steel water tower and constructed a new ground level water tiuilc with an associated 
pump liouse a~itl emergency generator (ulldertalting) to replace the fk~ilistg water tower; 2111d 

WIIEKEAS Nortllamptoa VA Meclick11 Cenler has determitied that tliesc twcr undertakings' 
iirea of potential eFfe'ecl (APE) as defined by 36 CI:I2 800.16 is tlie boundaiies ofthe Nortliamplon VA 
Medical Cetlter historic district; and 

Wl~lEREAS Northan~pton VA Metlical C:ertter has tleterminetl that the tirst onclettalting poses 
no adverse en'cct and the secoticl undertalting poses an adverse effect on these historic resources listed on 
the Nalional Ilegister or  lklistoric Plilces and lias cons~tlted with Lhe Massachusetts Historical 
Comrnissioe State IIistoric IJrrscrvrttion Officer and with tlie Advisory Council on IIistoric 
Preservation pnrsuant Lo 36 C:.F.II, part 800 o r t l~e  regulatio~ls i~r~plenie~ititng Sectios~ 106 n'tlie National 
Historic Preserva1:ion Act (I6 [J.S.C. 5470f); alld 

WIIEREAS in ilccordilnce wit11 36 C.F.f1. $800.6(a)(l) Nnrthan~pton \'A Medical Center has 
notified the Atlvisory Co~rncil on Historic 1'resel.vation encl Massacltuseits Ilistorical Comittission 
Statc EIistoric Presen7ation Officer of this adverse effect determination, including subinittal of 
ilpplicable Envirotlmentnl Asvess~nent reports, and tlie Advisory Conr~cil on I-listoric Preservation has 
choseti to participate in the consultation pursita~it to 36 CFR. $ 800.6(a)(l)(iii); 

NOW, TI-IEREFORE, Northampton VA Metlical Center alid tlie Massachusetts Ilistc~ricnl 
Coittmission State Historic I'reserv:rtion Officer agree that the iindettalting shall be icnplemented in 
accordat~ce with the ibllowing stipulatio~is in order to take illto account the effect of tlie unde~lnltilig on 
the nearby historic properties within the 1-listoric District. 

Northampton VA Medical Ccnter shall ensure ilia1 tlie following tneasures are carried out. 
I. NOTIFICATION T O  SIII'O 

Under tllis Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), the Northampion VA Mcilical Center will 
proceed to carry out the dismantling, removal, nnd propcr disposal ofthe steel water tower in 
accordance with applicable federal and state regulations. Tlie Northumpton VA Medical Center 
will give writtell notice to the Massach~lsetts 1Iistorical Conrmissiol~ Stutc Historic 
Preservation Officer of the date of the water tower's clismniitling withiti thirl:y (30) days 
following the i.einoval of'the tower. 

11. DURATION 

This MOA \\ , i l l  terminate i f  its terms are ]lot carried out wifli one ( I )  year froni tlie date of its 
esecotioti. Prior to sucli tinie, Northanlpton VA Medical Centcr [nay consillt witli other 



signatories to reconsider tlie terms of MOA a~id aliielld it ill accorda~ice with Stipulatio~i Ill  
below. 

111. AMIZNDMISNTS 

This MOA liray be arne~rded when such a11 amendment is agreed to it1 writing by all signatories. 
The airrendtnents will be effective on tlie date a copy signed by all of the signatories is Filed with 
the Arlvisory Co l~r~c i loa  IIistoric Preservation. 

IF any signatory to this MOA datermi~ies that its terms will not be carried out, that party slinll 
immediately co~rsiilt with the other parties to attempt to develop an amendment per S1:ipulation 
111, above. If within thirty (30) days (or anotlier tinle period agreed to by all signatories) an 
arneiitliiic~~it cannot be reached. any signatory may terminate the MOA r~por~i wrill:en notification 
to the other signatories, 

Once tlie MOA is teriiiinated, and prior to work co~itinuilig on the undertaking, Nortl~amptolt 
VA Medical C e n h r  lrrrist either (a) execute au MOA pcirsuant to 36 C.F.R. 5 800.6 or (b) 
request, take into iiccoi~~il, and respond to tlre colnments of the Atlvisory Council oil Ilistoric 
I'reset-vation onder 36 C.F.R. 5 800.7. Northampton VA Medical Center shall !notify tlie 
signatories to this agreement as to the course ofaction it will put.sue. 

Execillion of this MOA by the Nortlr;~mpton VA Medici~l Center, Masssaclrusctts Historical 
Commission State EIistoric l'rese~ration Officer, aird the Advisory Council on Ilistoric Preservntio~r 
atid implemeiitation of its terms evitle~ice that Nortl~ampton VA Medical Canter has take11 into accoont 
the effects of this undertaking on historic propelties and afforded the Massachusetts Elistorical 
Commissio~i State IIistoric P r e s e ~ ~ a t l o a  Officer and Advisory Cur~ncil on ETistoric Prese~vation all 
opport~~nity to coliillrent. 

SIGNATORIES: 
NortBamaion VA Medical Center 

A& 
VA Medical Center Dircctor 

Massachusetts State Ilistoric Prcsctration Officer 

I3rona Simon. Execlitive Director St-IPO 

Aclvisory Colpcil oir Historic~reservatio~i  

Date 
Joliir l:owler, Executive Director 


