
AMONG 
TIIE 1'1JSCA1,OOSA VETERANS AFPAIRS MEDICAL CENTER 

THE 
THE ALABAMA STATE I'IZWORIC I'RESERVATION OFFICE 

AND THE 
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON IIISTORXC PRESERVATION 

RCGARDZNG IMPROVE MO1)EItNIZE CONNECTING CORRIDORS (Project 679-14-102) 

WHEREAS, tlie U S ,  Dopilrlmetlt of Vcteln~rs Affairs, Veterans Hcalth Aclt.ninislration, 
'~uscaloosa Veterans Affairs Medical Center ('I'VAMC) proposes to construct project 679-14-1 02 
Improve/lModcr~~ize Connecting Corridors (uncicr!aking) pursuanl to the United States Cotlc of Pcdcrt~l 
Regalations, Title 38; nlrd 

WHEREAS, tbc utidertaking cotlsis$ of (I) the structural stabilizatioii of existing cor~r~ectillg 
corridors to prevent failure and, (2) tllc senovation oftlie existing corridors to provicic (I safe and 
conaforortuble ct~viromncnt for egress (Attachr~~ent A); and 

WWEXZEAS, TVAMC has defined thc undertaking's area of potential ef'i'ecls 
(APE) as tlie 'l'VAMC calnpus bccause tllc corridors proposed for construction connects scveral historic 
buildings on C R I ~ I ~ U S ;  811d 

WHEREAS, 'TVAMC flns consulted wit11 the Alabama State I-iistoric I'rcservation Officer 
(SHPO) pursuant to 36 CFII. 13ar1800, tke regulations implementing Section 106 ofthc Nntiolral Historic 
1)raservatioa Act (1 6 U.S.C. 8 4701); and 

WkZEICaEAS, TVAMC ltas detelniilied and the SHPO has concilrsed, that the iaderLnlting will 
havo an adverse effect on 'TVAMC, which is Iistcd in the National Register of Historic Places, and the 
corridors as contributing ele~ner~ts to the overall campils; and 

WHEREAS, TVAMC has coosulted with SHPC) camer~~itlg the corridor design and IIHS 
implealentecl several design recomma~dations, which ase documented in Attachment B: and 

WHEREAS, TVAMC has consulted with $1-IPO and notified the comnlunity ~egardi~lg the 
ef'f'ects ofthe undertalting on Itistoric properties and has invited lhem to provide input in the dcsign; and 

WHEREAS, pursutint to 36 CFR Pttrt 800.3 (0, TVAMC has invited the Muskcogee (Creck) 
Nation to pavticipnte in consultatio~, on August 3,2015, and by September 3,201 5 no rcspotlse was 
received; and 

WHEREAS, in ~ccordsrlce with 36 CFR 8 800,6(a)(l), TVAMC 1ms l~rvtified thc Advisory 
Couticil on I-Jistoric Pseservntion (ACHP) of its advcae effoct determination wit11 spccificd 
documontatiotl, a~ld tile ACI-IP lias chosen to participate in the ca~tsultatiori pursuant to 
36 CI:R $ 800.6(a)(l)(iii); and 

NOW, TITEREPORE, TVAMC, the SIJPO, and the ACIsII' agec that the undertaking shall he 
il~~plcn~cntccl i r ~  accol.dance wit11 the following stipulations in order to tako into nccoi~l~t the effect ofthe 
undcrlnlting on historic propel%ies. 
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STIPULATIONS 

1. TVAMC si~all ensitre that the following measures nre cnnleci o t~l  bcrore illid di~ri~lg 
construclion at' Iurpt'ovc Maciernizc Coonecting Corriclor prqjsct 679- 14- 102: 

A, 'I'hc cuurent co~~ditio~z of tho building will be docu~nc~~tccl to crente a perlna~lcnt mcorcl of' 
thc slructwre us il stands today, Documentation will tiicct tlie requi~=~ments of Alabama 
State 13ocurnant~tioir Standards, including writtc~l tdescriptions, d~'awinys nod 
photoglaplis. This report will be submittccl witlli~l six (6) ~rio~lllls afcxocution of MOA. 

X3. 'I'VAMC will host a focuscd Section 106 traitliag class, ~tlministered by VA's Pcderal 
I'reservatbl Office and/or tlie VA's ACHP Linison, Tor key engillceri~?g personnel and 
other relevant ~itedic~l ccnler staff. 'l'raiaing will focus on the Scctio~l 106 process and 
planlling for future VA prqjects. WAMC will host the training class within six (6) 
maliths of axecutio~l of the MOA. 

"I'VAMC will invitr: staff fforn A t  SJ-IPO and uplslicnble pcrsonnol ti.ot11 surrounding 
Veterans integrated Service Network (VISN) 7 ~riedical cerlters to atte~~d the training 
class. 

C. TVAMC will create ;z I-listoric Preservation PIMII (I-IPP) to establish the guitli~lg prit~ciples 
for new construction or r'etlcwation, Further d i s~ t l~~ io l l  of thc HPI) will occur. betweeti tllc 
TVAMC and SHPO, allowing SHPO an opportutiity to comlncrlt. The I-lPP will include 
long-tena p l a t ~ ~ ~ i t ~ g  for the developn~cnt, cor~sorvation, and preservatioti of liistoric 
sesou~~ccs, 'l'hc HPP will bc cotnpleted with it^ two (2) years of tllc signing of this MOA. 
The 'TVAMC will provide n scopc of work for t l~c  SHPO to oo~illne~it will~in three (3) 
mo~~ths of d ~ e  signing of this MOA. 

TIlc prqiect will add co~l~tnon bond 6 course header brick masonry veneer buttrcsscs along the exterior. 
'This design will not orily provide the structursl stabilization required but also fit within the llistorical 
cotlteds of the adjoining buildings. It should also bc rioted that tile design oftllc bitttr*ess will give tllc 
structilral mass that is naodcd to courrternct the wind and seismic forccs reacting against lhc cxisting wall 
as documetltecl ill the attached drawings and speciiications; and 

This MOA will expire if its tams are not carried out within ijve ( 5 )  years from the date of its executiorl. 
Prior to sucl~ ti~nc, TVAMC may consult with the other signatories to reconsider the terms of the MOA 
and amelld it in accordance with Stipulatio~l VlII below. 

XV, MONITORXNG AND RB!lWORTING 

Semia~~ni~ally followi~~g tl~c cxecution of this MOA until it cspircs or is terminated, TVAMC sliall 
provide all partics to this MOA and the ACHP a slitnmary report detailing work undertaken pursuant to 
its te~~~lzs. Such report sllall irlclude any scheduling cliar~ges proposed, ally problans encourltc~~ed, and any 
disputes and ot>.jections received in TVAMC's efforts to carry out the terms oftliis MOA. 
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Sliould [my sigt~ritory to this MOA objcct at airy liitie to ally actiolis pro~>osed or tlic msnlicr in wl~icli thc 
ternis ofthis MOA Are implctiientccl, 'TVAMC sliall consult with such party to rcsolvc tltc ol?jcctial~. If 
'I'VAMC dctermincs thal such ob-joction cannot be rosolvctl, 'l'VAMC will: 

A, I:orwal.d all tlocumcntatioll rclcvtinl to t11e clisliutc, inclutling lllc TVAMC's propasctl resolutio~z, 
lo llie ACI4P. 'l'lic ACI i13 sl~all provide 7'VAMC will1 its advicc on tllc rcsolutiou oi'tl\c czl?jeclion 
will~in t1ii1-t.y (30) days oi'reccivi~ig adcqaatc? clocuniont;ilion. Prior to raacliin~ n linal decision on 
tllc dispute, 'TVAMC shall prepa1.e tt writtci~ rcspolzsc tllul takes illto account any tiri~eiy aclvice or 
commcnts regarding the dispute li.om tllc ACIIP, sig~,atorics n~ttd concurrilig pal'ties, itnd providc 
them with a copy of this written rcsl~onse. TVAMC will ~I ICI I  p~~occed accot'ding to its fi11n1 
decision. 

13. IS tlie ACHI' does 1101 plavidc its advicc wgardillg lhc dispute within tile tllirly (30) clay tilile 
pcriod, 'I'VAMC may lvaltc n final dccisio~i on tlic clispute and proceed accordiugly. I'rior lo 
reaching suclt a Ii~lal decision, TVAMC: shall prepare a written response that takes inlo account 
ally timoly cori~~~icllts regalding thc dispute from tllc signatories ar~tl concurring parties to tllc 
MOA, and pruvido tlle~il tlrid the AC!I-11' will1 a copy of such wr-illen response, 

C.  TVAMC's responsibility lo carry out all otlicr aclions sub.ject lo the ternls oftliis MOA that are 
not the sub.jccl of'thc dispute 'erc~liaill uncbangcd. 

'Ihis MOA niay be ame~idod wher~ such an amendment is agreed to in writing by all signatorics. 
'l'lic a ~ ~ ~ e ~ l d t n e l ~ t  will bc eff'eclive on the clatc a copy sigl~ed by all of the signatories is filed with the 
ACI 11'. 

ISatly signatory to this MOA detcrll~i~~es that i ts tcrms will not or cantlot be carried aut, that party shall 
i~iimcdiatcly consult with tlte ollicr signatories to atiernpt to devclol> an arncndlnent per Stipulatio~i V111, 
abovo. If witliin thirty (30) clays (or anotllcr litrie pcriod agtaccd to by all sigt~alories) an amendn~cnt 
catrnot be reached, any sigilatory ri~ay lerrninatc Uie MOA upon writtct~ notification to the othcr 
signatories. 

Oncc the MOA is terminated, and prior to worlc co~itinuitig on t l~c undertnl<ing, I'VAMC must either (a) 
cxccute an MOA pursuanl to 36 CPR $ 800.6 o r  (11) rcquesl, tokc into account, alld respond lo t11e 
com~nents ofthe ACI-IP t~~idcr  36 CFR (j 800.7. 'I'VAMC shall nolify the signator-ies as to tlie coursc of 
ac l io~~  it will I ~ U I ' S L I ~ .  

Bxecutiol~ ai'this MOA by the TVAMC, tlic $1-IPO nrlcl thc ACHP and imple~nentntion of its terms 
evidence that 'I'VAMC has i;~ken into account thc.eff'ecis of tllis undertaking on historic propcrtics clnd 
an'orded tllc AGI 11' tin oppollunity 10 comt~lcnt. 
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SIGNATORIES: 

Ala buxna St8t.a Historic l'reservaf ion Office 

-- Date 

Deputy State Historic Prcser-uation Officer 

Atlvisory Cour~ciI a11 Hjstorlc l'reservatiot~ Office 
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