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MEETING 

PRESERVATION INITIATIVES COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, November 30, 2016 

1:30 p.m.-4 p.m. 

National Building Museum, Room 332 

 

 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA 

 
 

I. Call to Order 

 

II. Discussion and Possible Action 

 

A.  Transition Planning and New Administration Priorities 

 

B.  ACHP Legislative Agenda, 114th Congress (see two papers in Tab 1) 

1. Historic Preservation Fund Reauthorization and NHPA Amendments—Status 

2. FY 2017 Budget and Appropriations—Status 

3. National Defense Authorization Act and Appropriations Riders—Status 

4. Water Resources Development Act—recommended action 

5. Other Legislative Updates 

 

C.  Preservation50 (see multiple papers in Tab 1) 

1. ACHP Public Policy Initiative Recommendations for Adoption 

2. Public Comments Received, September-October 2016 

3. Summary of 50th Anniversary Observances and Activities 

 

D.  Sustainability, Climate Change, and Historic Preservation (see paper in Tab 1) 

1. Final Climate Resilience Road Map Document 

2. Other Related Actions 

 

E.  Update on Major Activities 

1. Preserve America 

2. Internship Program Plans for 2017 

3. Other Activities 

 

III. Issues for Consideration at the ACHP Business Meeting 

 

IV. Adjourn 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

UPDATE ON MAJOR ACTIVITIES 

Office of Preservation Initiatives 

July-November 2016 

 

A number of the Office of Preservation Initiatives’ ongoing activities during the last several months are 

detailed in individual papers. These include the following: 

 

 Legislative Update and Proposed ACHP Action Items (two papers) 

 Preservation 50 and the ACHP Public Policy Initiative 

 Sustainability, Climate Change, and Historic Preservation 

 

Office of Preservation Initiatives (OPI) staff also led or contributed to several related efforts as well as 

other initiatives during this period which are not otherwise reported in this meeting book. 

 

Preservation50 Partnership 

ACHP staff members have continued involvement in the P50 Partnership, including serving on the P50 

Steering Committee and participating in periodic planning sessions to discuss web content, projects, 

events, and related activities. OPI Director Ron Anzalone authored articles on the National Historic 

Preservation Act (NHPA) and the ACHP for the anniversary, which have appeared in a special 

anniversary publication prepared by the Virginia Department of Historic Resources for the recent 

Preservation Virginia statewide conference (October 16-17) and in the National Trust’s online Forum 

journal (forthcoming). In addition, as reported by the Office of Communications, Education, and 

Outreach in their tab of this meeting book, ACHP members and staff have participated in a number of 

commemorative events and conferences connected to the 50th anniversary (see Major Activities Update 

in Tab 2). 

OPI staff continue to work with the ACHP Alumni Foundation and Cultural Heritage Partners (CHP) as 

they complete interviews and other input for a retrospective or interactive “history” of the ACHP focused 

on a number of its policy and program accomplishments through five decades. CHP has been conducting 

these interviews and collecting input from written questionnaires, and a preliminary storyboard for this 

material has been prepared. The plan is to include this material online in 2017, the 50th anniversary of the 

formation and first meeting of the ACHP, as the ACHP’s website redesign and relaunch is scheduled for 

completion. 

As reported in the last member e-newsletter, a 50th anniversary photography contest was run through the 

Preservation50 website. The top five photographs in each of four categories will be featured on 

Preservation50’s website and promoted by partner organizations, whose social media following numbers 

tens of millions of Americans. The four categories are: Inspiring Place, a building or site that illustrates 

an inspirational story and that has been or is now being preserved; Endangered Place, a place 

endangered due to development, neglect, climate change, or other factors; Underrepresented Place, a 

place that illustrates an underrepresented story in the national preservation movement, such as sites 

affiliated with the stories of racial minorities, women, and the LGBTQ community; and Cultural 
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Landscape, a natural or planned cultural landscape such as an archaeological site, battlefield, park, or 

other cultural site. The deadline for submitting photographs was October 1, 2016. Winners will be 

announced soon. 

 

Also noteworthy is a new leadership development program, ARCUS, developed by CHP and partners 

with support from the American Express Foundation. An ARCUS “fellowship” lasts six months, during 

which participants will have access to an online platform with courses and networking opportunities in 

volunteer management, fundraising, advocacy, evaluation, entrepreneurship, social media, and grassroots 

organizing. In-person attendance is required at one full-day training/networking session scheduled during 

those six months. The first gathering of ARCUS fellows will take place at the National Trust’s 

PastForward Conference in Houston. 

 

ACHP members are encouraged to continue to visit the 50th anniversary partnership website 

(www.preservation50.org) for more detailed information on these and other activities. 

 

Preserve America 

On August 22, First Lady Michelle Obama signed designation letters for two new Preserve America 

Stewards, bringing the total nationwide to 58. The newest to join the honor roll are Dunn Gardens in 

Washington and the Gault School of Archaeological Research in Texas. The Preserve America Stewards 

program recognizes agencies and organizations that successfully use volunteers to help care for historic 

heritage. 

 

The Olmsted Brothers’ landscaping firm designed Dunn Gardens for Seattle businessman Arthur Dunn in 

1915. Now open to the public, the site is interpreted by volunteer docents, who help visitors understand 

both the historic context of the gardens as well as the challenges posed by climate change. Other 

volunteers are instrumental in maintaining the gardens and researching their history. The Gault School of 

Archaeological Research is dedicated to research and education regarding the earliest peopling of the 

Americas. Since its founding in 2006, more than 2,000 volunteers have participated in excavations and 

laboratory analysis at the Gault Site and other archaeological sites. The Gault Site is famous for its 

concentration of artifacts from 11 archaeological cultures dating back 15,000 years. 

 

One new Preserve America Community is expected to be designated by the White House shortly, 

hopefully in time to be announced at the ACHP business meeting in December. Currently there are 904 

communities. Personalized letters encouraging participation in the program were recently sent to a variety 

of communities likely to be interested in the designation. 

 

Internship Program 

In 2016, the ACHP Alumni Foundation helped the ACHP host a record four interns, chosen from a pool 

of 87 applicants. The interns’ projects helped advance important ACHP efforts, including increasing the 

involvement of youth in historic preservation, building a more inclusive preservation program, and 

developing policy recommendations on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the NHPA. 

 

Spring semester intern Maia Wikler, working in the Office of Native American Affairs, was supervised 

by Valerie Hauser. Summer interns included Mariel Rodriguez in the Office of Communications, 

Education, and Outreach, supervised by Shayla Shrieves; Saralyn Salisbury-Jones, the agency’s first legal 

intern, in the Office of General Counsel, supervised by Kelly Fanizzo; and Corey Lentz in the Office of 

Preservation Initiatives, supervised by Judy Rodenstein. 

 

Ms. Wikler helped to develop a Native youth program and recommendations for strategic outreach. She 

also created web content for Native youth about historic and cultural preservation, Section 106 and 

historic preservation careers, and developed recommendations for integrating those articles in the U.N. 

http://www.preservation50.org/
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Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples that relate to youth with the ACHP’s Native youth 

program. 

 

Ms. Rodriguez worked on updating and enhancing the content of the ACHP website youth section, 

expanding resources for young people, educators, and others interested in historic preservation. She also 

contributed to social media campaigns, sharing Section 106 Success Stories, Preserve America news, 

interviews with preservationists, and other agency content. 

 

Ms. Salisbury-Jones’ primary research project addressed the issue of small federal handles, when federal 

involvement is a small component of an otherwise private or non-federal project. Questions often arise 

regarding the appropriate scope of Section 106 review in such cases, and Ms. Salisbury-Jones outlined the 

various ways in which courts have determined the scope of the “undertaking” in such small federal handle 

situations. 

 

Mr. Lentz helped launch a new outreach effort to prospective Preserve America Communities. He created 

a template message about the benefits of the designation program, and then personalized it based on his 

research into each community’s notable historic resources, programs relating to heritage tourism, and 

recent projects. He also assisted with the Preservation50 Initiative by helping incorporate public 

comments into the ACHP’s “National Historic Preservation Program at 50: Challenges, Opportunities and 

Priorities.” 

 

Ms. Wikler, Ms. Rodriguez, and Mr. Lentz have returned to their studies, while Ms. Salisbury-Jones has 

been hired for a professional position at the General Services Administration doing environmental and 

historic preservation compliance work. 

 

The interns made significant contributions to ACHP work while gaining experience and insight into the 

national preservation program. Their work products are being disseminated via the Web and social media 

and informing ongoing policy development. 

 

November 15, 2016 
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