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Pearl Harbor, it is more than rational to
go to Tribes to seek a better
understanding of historic properties to
which they attach a religious and
cultural significance. Due to their
history and experience with such
properties, such Tribes are in a specially
advantageous position to provide
valuable information about them. At the
very least, the Council believes that
these Tribal consultation provisions of
the rule and of section 101(d)(6) of the
NHPA are tied rationally to the
fulfillment of the Federal Government’s
unique obligations towards Tribes. See
Morton v. Mancari, 417 U.S. 535 (1974).

IV. Description of Meaning and Intent
of Specific Sections

The following information clarifies
the meaning and intent behind
particular sections of the final rule.

Subpart A—Purposes and Participants
Section 800.1(b). This section makes

clear that references in the section 106
regulations are not intended to give any
additional authority to implementing
guidelines, policies or procedures
issued by any other Federal agency.
Where such provisions are cited, they
are simply to assist users in finding
related guidance, which is non-binding,
or requirements of related laws, which
may be mandatory depending on the
particular law itself.

Section 800.1(c). The purpose of this
section is to emphasize the flexibility an
Agency Official has in carrying out the
steps of the section 106 process, while
acknowledging that early initiation of
the process is essential and that actions
taken to meet the procedural
requirements must not restrict the
effective consideration of alternatives
related to historic preservation issues in
later stages of the process.

Section 800.2(a). The term ‘‘Agency
Official’’ is intended to include those
Federal officials who have the effective
decision making authority for an
undertaking. This means the ability to
agree to such actions as may be
necessary to comply with section 106
and to ensure that any commitments
made as a result of the section 106
process are indeed carried out. This
authority and the legal responsibilities
under section 106 may be assumed by
non-Federal officials only when there is
clear authority for such an arrangement
under Federal law, such as under
certain programs administered by the
Department of Housing and Urban
Development. This subsection indicates
that the Federal Agency must ensure
that the Agency Official ‘‘takes . . .
financial responsibility for section 106
compliance . . .’’ This phrase is not to

be construed as prohibiting Federal
agencies from passing certain section
106 compliance costs to applicants.
Such a construction of the regulation
would contravene section 110(g) of the
NHPA and 16 U.S.C. 469c–2. The intent
behind the reference to ‘‘financial
responsibility’’ in the regulation is, as
stated above, to ensure that the Agency
Official has the effective decision
making authority for an undertaking.

Section 800.2(a)(1). This reference to
the Secretary’s professional standards is
intended to remind Federal agencies
that this independent but related
provision of the Act may affect their
compliance with section 106.

Section 800.2(a)(2). This provision
allows, but does not require, Federal
agencies to designate a lead agency for
section 106 compliance purposes. The
lead agency carries out the duties of the
Agency Official for all aspects of the
undertaking. The other Federal agencies
may assist the lead agency as they
mutually agree. When compliance is
completed, the other Federal agencies
may use the outcome to document their
own compliance with section 106 and
must implement any provisions that
apply to them. This provision does not
prohibit an agency to independently
pursue compliance with section 106 for
its obligations under section 106,
although this should be carefully
coordinated with the lead agency. A
lead agency can sign the Memorandum
of Agreement for other agencies, so long
as that is part of the agreement among
the agencies for creating the lead agency
arrangement. It should also be clear in
the Memorandum of Agreement.

Section 800.2(a)(4). This section sets
forth the general concepts of
consultation. It identifies the duty of
Federal agencies to consult with other
partes at various steps in the section 106
process and acknowledges that
consultation varies depending on a
variety of factors. It also encourages
agencies to coordinate section 106
consultation with that required under
other Federal laws and to use existing
agency processes to promote efficiency.

Section 800.2(b). The Council will
generally not review the determinations
and decisions reached in accordance
with these regulations by the Agency
Official and appropriate consulting
parties and not participate in the review
of most section 106 cases. However,
because the statutory obligation of the
Federal agency is to afford the Council
a reasonable opportunity to comment on
its undertaking’s effects upon historic
properties, the Council will oversee the
section 106 process and formally
become a party in individual
consultations when it determines there

are sufficient grounds to do so. These
are set forth in Appendix A. The
Council also will provide participants in
the section 106 process with its advice
and guidance in order to facilitate
completion of the section 106 review.

Section 800.2(c). This section sets a
standard for involving various
consulting parties. The objective is to
provide parties with an effective
opportunity to participate in the section
106 process, relative to the interest they
have to the historic preservation issues
at hand.

Section 800.2(c)(1). This section
recognizes the central role of the SHPO
in working with the Agency Official on
section 106 compliance in most cases. It
also delineates the manner in which the
SHPO may get involved in the section
106 process when a THPO has assumed
SHPO functions on tribal lands.

Section 800.2(c)(2). The role of THPO
was created in the 1992 amendments to
the Act. This section tracks the statutory
provision relating to THPO assumption
of the SHPO’s section 106 role on tribal
lands. In such circumstances, the THPO
substitutes for the SHPO and the SHPO
participates in the section 106 process
only as specified in 800.2(c)(1) or as a
member of the public. This section also
specifies that in those instances where
an undertaking occurs on or affects
properties on tribal lands and a tribe has
not officially assumed the SHPO’s
section 106 responsibilities on those
lands, the Agency Official still consults
with the SHPO, but also consults with
a representative designated by the
Indian tribe. Such designation is made
in accordance with tribal law and
procedures. However, if the tribe has
not designated such a representative,
the Agency Official would consult with
the tribe’s chief elected official, such as
the tribal chairman.

Section 800.2(c)(3). This section
embodies the statutory requirement for
Federal agencies to consult with Indian
tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations throughout the section
106 process when they attach religious
and cultural significance to historic
properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. It is intended to promote
continuing and effective consultation
with those parties throughout the
section 106 process. Such consultation
is intended to be conducted in a manner
that is fully cognizant of the legal rights
of Indian tribes and that is sensitive to
their cultural traditions and practices.

Section 800.2(c)(3)(i). This subsection
has two main purposes. First, it
emphasizes the importance of involving
Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations early and fully at all
stages of the section 106 process.

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 17:31 Dec 11, 2000 Jkt 194001 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 4701 Sfmt 4700 E:\FR\FM\12DER2.SGM pfrm08 PsN: 12DER2

Dave
Rectangle



77718 Federal Register / Vol. 65, No. 239 / Tuesday, December 12, 2000 / Rules and Regulations

Second, Federal agencies should solicit
tribal views in a manner that is sensitive
to the governmental structures of the
tribes, recognizing that confidentiality
and communication issues may require
Federal agencies to allow more time for
the exchange of information. Also, this
section states that the Agency Official
must make a ‘‘reasonable and good faith
effort’’ to identify interested tribes and
Native Hawaiian organizations. This
means that the Agency Official may
have to look beyond reservations and
tribal lands in the project’s vicinity to
seek information on tribes that had been
historically located in the area, but are
no longer there.

Section 800.2(c)(3)(iii). This
subsection emphasizes the need to
consult with Indian tribes on a
government-to-government basis. The
Agency Official must consult with the
appropriate tribal representative, who
must be selected or designated by the
tribe to speak on behalf of the tribe.
Matters of protocol are important to
Indian tribes. Indian tribes and Native
Hawaiian organization may be reluctant
to share information about properties to
which they attach religious and cultural
significance. Federal agencies should
recognize this and be willing to identify
historic properties without
compromising concerns about
confidentiality. The Agency Official
should also be sensitive to the internal
workings of a tribe and allow the time
necessary for the tribal decision making
process to operate.

Section 800.2(c)(3)(iv). This
subsection reminds Federal agencies of
the statutory duty to consult with Indian
tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations whether or not the
undertaking or its effects occur on tribal
land. Agencies should be particularly
sensitive in identifying areas of
traditional association with tribes or a
Native Hawaiian organizations, where
historic properties to which they attach
religious and cultural significance may
be found.

Section 800.2(c)(3)(v). Some Federal
agencies have or may want to develop
special working relationships with
Indian tribes or Native Hawaiian
organization to provide specific
arrangements for how they will adhere
to the steps in the section 106 process
and enhance the participation of tribes
and Native Hawaiian organizations.
Such agreements are not mandatory;
they may be negotiated at the discretion
of Federal agencies. The agreements
cannot diminish the rights set forth in
the regulations for other parties, such as
the SHPO, without that party’s express
consent.

Section 800.2(c)(3)(vi). The signature
of tribes is required where a
Memorandum of Agreement concerns
tribal lands. However, if a tribe has not
formally assumed the SHPO’s
responsibilities under section 101(d)(2)
the tribe may waive its signature rights
at its discretion. This will allow tribes
the flexibility of allowing agreements to
go forward regarding tribal land, but
without condoning the agreement with
their signature.

Section 800.2(c)(4). Affected local
governments must be given consulting
party status if they so request. Under
§ 800.3(f)(1), Agency Officials are
required to invite such local
governments to be consulting parties.
This subsection provides for that status
and also reminds Federal agencies that
some local governments may act as the
Agency Official when they have
assumed section 106 legal
responsibilities, such as under certain
programs administered by the
Department of Housing and Urban
Development.

Section 800.2(c)(5). Applicants for
Federal assistance or for a Federal
permit, license or other approval are
entitled to be consulting parties. Under
§ 800.3(f)(1), Agency Officials are
required to invite them to be consulting
parties. Also, Federal agencies have the
legal responsibility to comply with
section 106 of the NHPA. In fulfilling
their responsibilities, Federal agencies
sometimes choose to rely on applicants
for permits, approvals or assistance to
begin the 106 process. The intent was to
allow applicants to contact SHPOs and
other consulting parties, but agencies
must be mindful of their government-to-
government consultation
responsibilities when dealing with
Indian tribes. If a Federal agency
implements its 106 responsibilities in
this way, the Federal agency remains
legally responsible for the
determinations. Applicants that may
assume responsibilities under a
Memorandum of Agreement must be
consulting parties in the process leading
to the agreement.

Section 800.2(c)(6). This section
allows for the possibility that other
individuals or entities may have a
demonstrated special interest in an
undertaking and that Federal agencies
and SHPO/THPOs should consider the
involvement of such individuals or
entities as consulting parties. This might
include property owners directly
affected by the undertaking, non-profit
organizations with a direct interest in
the issues or affected businesses. Under
§ 800.3(f)(3), upon written request and
in consultation with the SHPO/THPO
and any Indian tribe upon whose tribal

lands an undertaking occurs or affects
historic properties, an Agency Official
may allow certain individuals under
§ 800.2(c)(6) to become consulting
parties.

Section 800.2(d)(1). Public
involvement is a critical aspect of the
106 process. This section is intended to
set forth a standard that Federal
agencies must adhere to as they go
through the section 106 process. The
type of public involvement will depend
upon various factors, including but not
limited to, the nature of the
undertaking, the potential impact, the
historic property, and the likely interest
of the public. Confidentiality concerns
include those specified in section 304 of
the Act and legitimate concerns about
proprietary information, business plans
and privacy of property owners.

Section 800.2(d)(2). This subsection is
intended to set the notice standard.
Notice, with sufficient information to
allow meaningful comments, must be
provided to the public so that the public
can express its views during the various
stages and decision making points of the
process.

Section 800.2(d)(3). It is intended that
Federal agencies have flexibility in how
they involve the public, including the
use of NEPA and other agency planning
processes, as long as opportunities for
such public involvement are adequate
and consistent with subpart A of the
regulations.

Subpart B—The section 106 Process
Section 800.3. This new section is

intended to encourage Federal agencies
to integrate the section 106 process into
agency planning at its earliest stages.

Section 800.3(a). The determination
of whether or not an undertaking exists
is the Agency Official’s determination.
The Council may render advice on the
existence of an undertaking, but
ultimately this remains a Federal agency
decision.

Section 800.3(a)(1). This section
explains that if there is an undertaking,
but it is not a type of activity that has
the potential to affect a historic
property, then the agency is finished
with its section 106 obligations. There is
no consultation requirement for this
decision.

Section 800.3(a)(2). This is a reminder
to Federal agencies that adherence to
the standard 106 process in Subpart B
is inappropriate where the undertaking
is governed by a program alternative
established pursuant to § 800.14.

Section 800.3(b). This section does
not impose a mandatory requirement on
Federal agencies. It emphasizes the
benefit of coordinating compliance with
related statutes so as to enhance
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efficiency and avoid duplication of
efforts, but the decision is up to the
Agency Official. Agencies are
encouraged to use the information
gathered for these other processes to
meet section 106 needs, but the
information must meet the standards in
these regulations.

Section 800.3(c). This sets forth the
responsibility to properly identify the
appropriate SHPO or THPO that must be
consulted. If the undertaking is on or
affects historic properties on tribal
lands, then the agency must determine
what tribe is involved and whether the
tribe has assumed the SHPO’s
responsibilities for section 106 under
section 101(d)(2) of the Act. A list of
such tribes is available from the
National Park Service.

Section 800.3(c)(1). This section
reiterates that the tribe may assume the
role of the SHPO on tribal land and
tracks the language of the Act in
specifying how certain owners of
property on tribal lands can request
SHPO involvement in a section 106 case
in addition to the THPO.

Section 800.3(c)(2). This section is the
State counterpart to Federal lead
agencies and has the same effect. It
allows a group of SHPOs to agree to
delegate their authority under these
regulations for a specific undertaking to
one SHPO.

Section 800.3(c)(3). This section
reinforces the notion that the conduct of
consultation may vary depending on the
agency’s planning process, the nature of
the undertaking and the nature of its
effects.

Section 800.3(c)(4). This section
makes it clear that failure of an SHPO/
THPO to respond within the time
frames set by the regulation permit the
agency to assume concurrence with the
finding or to consult about the finding
or determination with the Council in the
SHPO/THPO’s absence. It also makes
clear that subsequent involvement by
the SHPO/THPO is not precluded, but
the SHPO/THPO cannot reopen a
finding or determination that it failed to
respond to earlier.

Section 800.3(d). This section
specifies that, on tribal lands, the
Agency Official consults with both the
Indian tribe and the SHPO when the
tribe has not formally assumed the
responsibilities of the SHPO under
section 101(d)(2) of the Act. It also
allows the section 106 process to be
completed even when the SHPO has
decided not to participate in the
process, and for the SHPO and an
Indian tribe to develop tailored
agreements for SHPO participation in
reviewing undertakings on the tribe’s
lands.

Section 800.3(e). This section requires
the Agency Official to decide early how
and when to involve the public in the
section 106 process. It does not require
a formal ‘‘plan,’’ although that might be
appropriate depending upon the scale of
the undertaking and the magnitude of
its effects on historic properties.

Section 800.3(f). This is a particularly
important section, as it requires the
Agency Official at an early stage of the
section 106 process to consult with the
SHPO/THPO to identify those
organizations and individuals that will
have the right to be consulting parties
under the terms of the regulations.
These include local governments,
Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations and applicants for Federal
assistance or permits, especially those
who may assume a responsibility under
a Memorandum of Agreement (see
§ 800.6(c)(2)(ii)). Others may request to
be consulting parties, but that decision
is up to the Agency Official.

Section 800.3(g). This section makes it
clear that an Agency Official can
combine individual steps in the section
106 process with the consent of the
SHPO/THPO. Doing so must protect the
opportunity of the public and
consulting partes to participate fully in
the section 106 process as envisioned in
§ 800.2.

Section 800.4(a). This section sets
forth the consultative requirements
involved in the scoping efforts at the
beginning stages of the identification
process. The Agency Official must
consult with the SHPO/THPO in
fulfilling the steps in subsections (1)
through (4). This section emphasizes the
need to consult with the SHPO/THPO at
all steps in the scoping process. It also
highlights the need to seek information
from Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations with regard to properties
to which they attach religious and
cultural significance, while being
sensitive to confidentiality concerns.
Where Federal agencies are engaged in
an action that is on or may affect
ancestral, aboriginal or ceded lands,
Federal agencies must consult with
Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations with regard to historic
properties of traditional religious and
cultural significance on such lands.

Section 800.4(b). This section sets out
the steps an Agency Official must follow
to identify historic properties. It is close
to the section 106 process under the
1986 regulations, with increased
flexibility of timing and greater
involvement of Indian tribes and Native
Hawaiian organizations in accordance
with the 1992 amendments to the Act.

Section 800.4(b)(1). This section on
level of effort required during the

identification processes has been added
to allow for flexibility. It sets the
standard of a reasonable and good faith
effort on behalf of the agency to identify
properties and provides that the level of
effort in the identification process
depends on numerous factors including,
among others listed, the nature of the
undertaking and its corresponding
potential effects on historic properties.

Section 800.4(b)(2). This new section
is also intended to provide Federal
agencies with flexibility when several
alternatives are under consideration and
the nature of the undertaking and its
potential scope and effect has therefore
not yet been completely defined. The
section also allows for deferral of final
identification and evaluation if
provided for in an agreement with the
SHPO/THPO or other circumstances.
Under this phased alternative, Agency
Officials are required to follow up with
full identification and evaluation once
project alternatives have been refined or
access has been gained to previously
restricted areas. Any further deferral of
final identification would complicate
the process and jeopardize an adequate
assessment of effects and resolution of
adverse effects.

Section 800.4(c). This section sets out
the process for determining the National
Register eligibility of properties not
previously evaluated for historic
significance.

Section 800.4(c)(2). This section
provides that if an Indian tribe or Native
Hawaiian organization disagrees with a
determination of eligibility involving a
property to which it attaches religious
and cultural significance, then the tribe
can ask the Council to request that the
Agency Official obtain a determination
of eligibility. The Council retains the
discretion as to whether or not it should
make the request of the Agency Official.
This section was intended to provide a
way to ensure appropriate
determinations regarding properties,
located off tribal lands, to which tribes
attach religious and cultural
significance.

Section 800.4(d)(1). This section
describes the closure point in the
section 106 process where no historic
properties are found or no effects on
historic properties are found. Consulting
parties must be specifically notified of
the determination, but members of the
public need not receive direct
notification; the Federal agency must
place its documentation in a public file
prior to approving the undertaking, and
provide access to the information when
requested by the public. Once the
consulting parties are notified, the
SHPO/THPO has 30 days to object to the
determination. The Council may also
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object on its own initiative within the
time period. Lack of such objection
within the 30 day period means that the
agency need not take further steps in the
Section 106 process.

Section 800.4(d)(2). This section
requires that the Federal agency proceed
to the adverse effect determination step
where it finds that historic properties
may be affected or the SHPO/THPO or
Council objects to a no historic
properties affected finding. The agency
must notify all consulting parties.

Section 800.5(a). This section
provides for Indian tribe and Native
Hawaiian organization consultation
where historic properties to which they
attach religious and cultural
significance are involved. This section
also requires the Agency Official to
consider the views of consulting parties
and the public that have already been
provided to the Federal agency.

Section 800.5(a)(1). This section
codifies the practice of the Council in
considering both direct and indirect
effects in making an adverse effect
determination. This section allows for
consideration of effects on the
qualifying characteristics of a historic
property that may not have been part of
the property’s original eligibility
evaluation. The last sentence in this
section is intended to amplify the
indirect effects concept, similar to the
NEPA regulations, which calls for
consideration of such effects when they
are reasonably foreseeable effects.

Section 800.5(a)(2)(ii). The list of
examples of adverse effects has been
modified by eliminating the exceptions
to the adverse effect criteria. However,
if a property is restored, rehabilitated,
repaired, maintained, stabilized,
remediated or otherwise changed in
accordance with the Secretary’s
standards, then it will not be considered
an adverse effect.

Section 800.5(a)(2)(iii). This
subsection, along with § 800.5(a)(2)(I),
would encompass recovery of
archeological data as an adverse effect,
even if conducted in accordance with
the Secretary’s standards. This
acknowledges the reality that
destruction of a site and recovery of its
information and artifacts is adverse. It is
intended that in eliminating data
recovery as an exception to the adverse
effect criteria, Federal agencies will be
more inclined to pursue other forms of
mitigation, including avoidance and
preservation in place, to protect
archeological sites.

Section 800.5(a)(2)(iv). This section
tracks the National Register criteria
regarding the relation of alterations to a
property’s use or setting to the
significance of the property.

Section 800.5(a)(2)(v). This section
tracks the language of the National
Register criteria as it pertains to the
property’s integrity.

Section 800.5(a)(2)(vi). This section
acknowledges that where properties of
religious and cultural significance to
Indian tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations are involved, neglect and
deterioration may be recognized as
qualities of those properties and thus
may not necessarily constitute an
adverse effect.

Section 800.5(a)(2)(vii). If a property
is transferred leased or sold out of
Federal ownership with proper
preservation restrictions, then it will not
be considered an adverse effect.
Transfer between Federal agencies is not
an adverse effect per se; the purpose of
the transfer should be evaluated for
potential adverse effects, so that they
can be considered before the transfer
takes place.

Section 800.5(a)(3). This section is
intended to allow flexibility in Federal
agency decision making processes and
to recognize that phasing of adverse
effect determinations, like identification
and evaluation, is appropriate in certain
planning and approval circumstances,
such as the development of linear
projects where major corridors are first
assessed and then specific route
alignment decisions are made
subsequently.

Section 800.5(b). This section allows
SHPO/THPO’s the ability to suggest
changes in a project or suggest
conditions so that adverse effects can be
avoided and thus result in a no adverse
effect determination. It is also written to
emphasize that a finding of no adverse
effect is only a proposal when the
Agency Official submits it to the SHPO/
THPO for review. This provision also
acknowledges that the practice of
‘‘conditional No Adverse Effect
determinations’’ is acceptable.

Section 800.5(c). The Council will not
review ‘‘no adverse effect’’
determinations on a routine basis. The
Council will intervene and review no
adverse effect determinations if it deems
it appropriate based on the criteria
listed in Appendix A or if the SHPO/
THPO or another consulting party and
the Federal agency disagree on the
finding and the agency cannot resolve
the disagreement. The SHPO/THPO and
any consulting party wishing to disagree
to the finding must do so within the 30-
day review period. If Indian tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations disagree
with the finding, they can request the
Council’s review directly, but this must
be done within the 30 day review
period. If a SHPO/THPO fails to respond
to an Agency Official finding within the

30 day review period, then the Agency
Official can consider that to be SHPO/
THPO agreement with the finding.
When a finding is submitted to the
Council, it will have 15 days for review;
if it fails to respond within the 15 days,
then the Agency Official may assume
Council concurrence with the finding.
When it reviews no adverse effect
determinations, the Council will limit
its review to whether or not the criteria
have been correctly applied.

Section 800.5(d). Agencies must
retain records of their findings of no
adverse effect and make them available
to the public. This means that the public
should be given access to the
information, subject to FOIA and other
statutory limits on disclosure such as
section 304 of the NHPA, when they so
request. Failure of the agency to carry
out the undertaking in accordance with
the finding requires the Agency Official
to reopen the section 106 process and
determine whether the altered course of
action constitutes an adverse effect. A
finding of adverse effect requires further
consultation on ways to resolve it.

Section 800.6(a)(1). When adverse
effects are found, the consultation must
continue among the Federal agency,
SHPO/THPO and consulting parties to
attempt to resolve them. The Agency
Official must notify the Council when
adverse effects are found and should
invite the Council to participate in the
consultation when the circumstances in
§ 800.6(a)(1)(i)(A)–(C) exist. A
consulting party may also request the
Council to join the consultation. The
Council will decide on its participation
within 15 days of receipt of a request,
basing its decision on the criteria set
forth in Appendix A. Whenever the
Council decides to join the consultation,
it must notify the Agency Official and
the consulting parties. It must also
advise the head of the Federal agency of
its decision to participate. This is
intended to keep the policy level of the
Federal agency apprized of those cases
that the Council has determined present
issues significant enough to warrant its
involvement.

Section 800.6(a)(2). This section
allows for the entry of new consulting
parties if the agency and the SHPO/
THPO (and the Council, if participating)
agree. If they do not agree, it is desirable
for them to seek the Council’s opinion
on the involvement of the consulting
party. Any party, including applicants,
licensees or permittees, that may have
responsibilities under a Memorandum
of Agreement must be invited to
participate as consulting parties in
reaching the agreement.

Section 800.6(a)(3). This section
specifies the Agency Official’s
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obligation to provide project
documentation to all consulting partes
at the beginning of the consultation to
resolve adverse effects. Particular note
should be made of the reference to the
confidentiality provisions.

Section 800.6(a)(4). The Federal
agency must provide an opportunity for
members of the public to express their
views on an undertaking. The provision
embodies the principles of flexibility,
relating the agency effort to various
aspects of the undertaking and its effects
upon historic properties. The Federal
agency must provide them with notice
such that the public has enough time
and information to meaningfully
comment. If all relevant information
was provided at earlier stages in the
process in such a way that a wide
audience was reached, and no new
information is available at this stage in
the process that would assist in the
resolution of adverse effects, then a new
public notice may not be warranted.
However, this presumes that the public
had the opportunity to make its views
known on ways to resolve the adverse
effects.

Section 800.6(a)(5). Although it is in
the interest of the public to have as
much information as possible in order
to provide meaningful comments, this
section acknowledges that information
may be withheld in accordance with
section 304 of the NHPA.

Section 800.6(b). If the Council is not
a part of the consultation, then a copy
of the Memorandum of Agreement must
be sent to the Council so that the
Council can include it in its files to have
an understanding of a Federal agency’s
implementation of section 106. This
does not provide the Council an
opportunity to reopen the specific case,
but may form the basis for other actions
or advice related to an agency’s overall
performance in the section 106 process.

Section 800.6(b)(1). When resolving
adverse effects without the Council, the
Agency Official consults with the
SHPO/THPO and other consulting
parties to develop a Memorandum of
Agreement. If this is achieved, the
agreement is executed between the
Agency Official and the SHPO/THPO
and filed with required documentation
with the Council. This filing is the
formal conclusion of the section 106
process and must occur before the
undertaking is approved. Standard
treatments adopted by the Council may
set expedited ways for competing
memoranda of agreement in certain
circumstances.

Section 800.6(b)(2). When the Council
is involved, the consultation proceeds
in the same manner, but the agreement
of the Agency Official, the SHPO/THPO

and the Council is required for a
Memorandum of Agreement.

Section 800.6(c). This section details
the provisions relating to Memoranda of
Agreement. This document evidences
an agency’s compliance with section
106 and the agency is obligated to
follow its terms. Failure to do so
requires the Agency Official to reopen
the section 106 process and bring it to
suitable closure as prescribed in the
regulations.

Section 800.6(c)(1). This section sets
forth the rights of signatories to an
agreement and identifies who is
required to sign the agreement under
specific circumstances. The term
‘‘signatory’’ has a special meaning as
described in this section, which is the
ability to terminate or agree to amend
the Memorandum of Agreement. The
term does not include others who sign
the agreement as concurring parties.

Section 800.6(c)(2). Certain parties
may be invited to be signatories in
addition to those specified in
§ 800.6(c)(1). They include individuals
and organizations that should, but do
not have to, sign agreements. It is
particularly desirable to have parties
who assume obligations under the
agreement become formal signatories.
However, once invited signatories sign
MOAs, they have the same rights to
terminate or amend the MOA as the
other signatories.

Section 800.6(c)(3). Other parties may
be invited to concur in agreements.
They do not have the rights to amend
or terminate an MOA. Their signature
simply shows that they are familiar with
the terms of the agreement and do not
object to it.

Sections 800.6(c)(4)–(9). These
sections set forth specific features of a
Memorandum of Agreement and the
way it can be terminated or amended.

Section 800.7. This section specifies
what happens when the consulting
parties cannot reach agreement. Usually
when consultation is terminated, the
Council renders advisory comments to
the head of the agency, which must be
considered when the final agency
decision on the undertaking is made.

Section 800.7(a)(1). This section
requires that the head of the agency or
an Assistant Secretary or officer with
major department-wide or agency-wide
responsibilities must request Council
comments when the Agency Official
terminates consultation. Section 110(l)
of the NHPA requires heads of agencies
to document their decision when an
agreement has not been reached under
section 106. If the agency head is
responsible for documenting the
decision, it is appropriate that the same

individual request the Council’s
comments.

Section 800.7(a)(2). This section
allows the Council and the Agency
Official to conclude the section 106
process with a Memorandum of
Agreement between them if the SHPO
terminates consultation.

Section 800.7(a)(3). If a THPO
terminates consultation, there can be no
agreement with regard to undertakings
that are on or affect properties on tribal
lands and the Council will issue formal
comments. This provision respects the
tribe’s unique sovereign status with
regard to its lands.

Section 800.7(a)(4). This section
governs cases where the Council
terminates consultation. In that case, the
Council has the duty to notify all
consulting parties prior to commenting.
The role given to the Federal
Preservation Officer is intended to fulfill
the NHPA’s goal of having a central
official in each agency to coordinate and
facilitate the agency’s involvement in
the national historic preservation
program.

Section 800.7(b). This section allows
the Council to provide advisory
comments even though it has signed a
Memorandum of Agreement. It is
intended to give the Council the
flexibility to provide comments even
where it has agreed to sign an MOA.
Such comments might elaborate upon
particular matters or provide
suggestions to Federal agencies for
future undertakings.

Section 800.7(c). This section gives
the Council 45 days to provide its
comments to the head of the agency for
a response by the agency head. When
submitting its comments, the Council
will also provide the comments to the
Federal Preservation Officer, among
others, for information purposes.

Section 800.7(c)(4). This section
specifies what it means to ‘‘document
the agency head’s decision’’ as required
by section 110(l) when the Council
issues its comment to the agency head.

Section 800.8. This major section
guides how Federal agencies can
coordinate the section 106 process with
NEPA compliance. It is intended to
allow compliance with section 106 to be
incorporated into the NEPA
documentation process while preserving
the legal requirements of each statute.

Section 800.8(a)(1). This section
encourages agencies to coordinate NEPA
and section 106 compliance early in the
planning process. It emphasizes that
impacts on historic properties should be
considered when an agency makes
evaluations of its NEPA obligations, but
makes clear that an adverse effect
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finding does not automatically trigger
preparation of an EIS.

Section 800.8(a)(2). This section
encourages consulting parties in the
section 106 process to be prepared to
consult with the Agency Official early
in the NEPA process.

Section 800.8(a)(3). This section
encourages agencies to include historic
preservation issues in the development
of various NEPA assessments and
documents. This is essential for
effective coordination between the two
processes. It is intended to discourage
agencies from postponing consideration
of historic properties under NEPA until
later initiation of the section 106
process.

Section 800.8(b). This section notes
that a project, activity or program that
falls within a NEPA categorical
exclusion may still require section 106
review. An exclusion from NEPA does
not necessarily mean that section 106
does not apply.

Section 800.8(c). This section offers
Federal agencies an opportunity for
major procedural streamlining when
NEPA and section 106 both apply to a
project. It allows the agency, when
specific standards are met, to substitute
preparation of an EA or an EIS for the
specific steps of the section 106 process
set out in these regulations.

Section 800.8(c)(1). This section lists
the standards that must be adhered to
when developing NEPA documents that
are intended to incorporate 106
compliance. They are intended to
ensure that the objectives of the section
106 process are being met even though
the specific steps of the process are not
being followed.

Section 800.8(c)(2). This section
provides for Council and consulting
party review of the agency’s
environmental document within
NEPA’s public comment review time
frame. Consulting parties and the
Council may object prior to or within
this time frame to adequacy of the
document.

Section 800.8(c)(3). If there is an
objection to the NEPA document, the
Council has 30 days to state whether or
not it agrees with the objection. If the
Council agrees with the objection, the
Agency Official must complete the
section 106 process through
development of a Memorandum of
Agreement or obtaining formal Council
comment (§ 800.6–7). If it does not, then
the Agency Official can complete its
review under § 800.8.

Section 800.8(c)(4). This subsection
explains how Agency Officials using
NEPA coordination must finalize their
section 106 compliance for those cases
where an adverse effect is found. The

Agency must document the proposed
mitigation measures. A binding
commitment with the proposed
measures must be adopted. In the case
of a FONSI, the binding commitment
must be in the form of an MOA, drafted
in accordance with § 800.6(c). Although
the regulations do not send Agency
Officials back to § 800.6(b) (regarding
consultation towards an MOA), Agency
Officials are reminded of the standards
they must still follow under
§ 800.8(c)(1), and specifically the
mitigation measures’ consultation under
§ 800.8(c)(1)(v). In the case of an EIS,
although a Memorandum of Agreement
under § 800.6(c) is not required, an
appropriate binding commitment must
still be adopted. Finally, the subsection
also clarifies the Agency Official’s
obligation to ensure that its approval of
the undertaking is conditioned
accordingly.

Section 800.8(c)(5). This section
requires Federal agencies to supplement
their NEPA documents or abide by
§§ 800.3 through 800.6 in the event of a
change in the proposed undertaking that
alters the undertaking’s impact on
historic properties.

Section 800.9. This section delineates
the methods the Council will use to
oversee the operation of the section 106
process. The Council draws upon its
general advisory powers and specific
provisions of the NHPA to conduct
these actions.

Section 800.9(a). This section
emphasizes the right of the Council to
provide advice at any time in the
process on matters related to the section
106 process.

Section 800.9(b). A foreclosure means
that an agency has gone forward with an
undertaking to such an extent that the
Council can not provide meaningful
comments. A finding of foreclosure by
the Council means that the Council has
determined that the Federal agency has
not fulfilled its section 106
responsibilities with regard to the
undertaking. Such a finding does not
trigger any specific action, but
represents the opinion of the Council as
the agency charged by statute with
issuing the regulations that implement
section 106.

Section 800.9(c). This section
reiterates the requirements of section
110(k) of the Act added in 1992. It also
provides a process by which the Council
will comment if the Federal agency
decides that circumstances may justify
granting the assistance. If after
considering the comments, the Federal
agency does decide to grant the
assistance, then the Federal agency must
comply with section 106 for any historic
properties that still may be affected.

This does not require duplication of
consultation that may have already
taken place with the Council in the
course of addressing 110(k), but is
intended to ensure that the agency has
meaningful consultation with the
Council as to mitigating adverse effects
if the agency decides to proceed with
approving the undertaking.

Section 800.9(d). As the Council
reduces its involvement in routine
cases, it will be focusing its efforts more
and more on agency programs and
overall compliance with the section 106
process. The NHPA authorizes the
Council to obtain information from
Federal agencies and make
recommendations on improving
operation of the section 106 process. If
the Council finds that an agency or a
SHPO/THPO has not carried out its
section 106 responsibilities properly, it
may enter the section 106 process on an
individual case basis to make
improvement. The Council may also
review agency operations and
performance and make specific
recommendations for improvement
under section 202(a)(6) of the Act.

Section 800.10. This section provides
a process for how Federal agencies must
afford the Council a reasonable
opportunity to comment on historic
landmarks. It is largely unchanged from
the process under previous regulations.

Section 800.11. This section sets forth
the requirements for documentation at
various steps in the section 106 process.
It makes documentation requirements
clearer and promotes agency use of
documentation prepared for other
planning requirements.

Section 800.11(a). The section allows
for the phasing of documentation
requirements when an agency is
conducting phased identification and
evaluation. The Council can advise on
the resolution of disputes over
adherence to documentation standards.
However, the ultimate responsibility for
compiling adequate documentation rests
with the agency. During the
consideration of any disputes over
documentation, the process is not
formally suspended. However, agencies
should resolve significant disputes
before going forward too far in the
section 106 process in order to avoid
subsequent delays.

Section 800.11(b). This section allows
for the use of documents prepared for
NEPA or other agency planning
processes to fulfill this provision as long
as those documents meet the standards
in this section.

Section 800.11(c). This section is
intended to protect the rights of private
property owners with regard to
proprietary information, and Indian
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tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations with regard to properties
to which they attach religious and
cultural significance. This section
emphasizes that the regulations are
subject to any other Federal statutes
which protect certain kinds of
information from full public disclosure.
The role of the Secretary and the
process of consultation with the Council
are based on the statutory requirements
of section 304 of the Act.

Section 800.11(d)–(f). These sections
specify the documentation standards for
various findings or actions in the
section 106 process. They are
incrementally more detailed as the
historic preservation issues become
more substantial or complex. Each is
intended to provide basic information
so that a third-party reviewer can
understand the basis for an agency’s
finding or proposed decision.

Section 800.12. This section deals
with emergency situations and generally
follows the approach of previous
regulations.

Section 800.12(a). This section
encourages Federal agencies to develop
procedures describing how the Federal
agency will take into account historic
properties during certain emergency
operations, including imminent threats
to life or property. The nature of the
consultation required in developing
such procedures will vary, depending
upon the extent of actions covered by
the procedures. The procedures must be
approved by the Council if they are to
substitute for Subpart B.

Section 800.12(b). If there are no
agency procedures for taking historic
properties into account during
emergencies, then the Federal agency
may either follow a previously-
developed Programmatic Agreement or
notify the Council, SHPO/THPO and,
where appropriate, an Indian tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization
concerned with potentially affected
resources. If possible, the Federal
agency should provide these parties 7
days to comment.

Section 800.12(c). This section
permits a local government that has
assumed section 106 responsibilities to
use the provisions of § 800.12(a) and (b).
However, if the Council or an SHPO/
THPO objects, the local government
must follow the normal section 106
process.

Section 800.12(d). A Federal agency
may use the provisions in § 800.12 only
for 30 days after an emergency or
disaster has been declared, unless an
extension is sought.

Section 800.13. This section deals
with resources discovered after section
106 review has been completed.

Section 800.13(a). This section
emphasizes the utility of developing
Programmatic Agreements to deal with
discoveries of historic properties which
may occur during implementation of an
undertaking. If there is no Programmatic
Agreement to deal with discoveries, and
the Agency Official determines that
other historic properties are likely to be
discovered, then a plan for how
discoveries will be addressed must be
included in a no adverse effect finding
or a Memorandum of Agreement.

Section 800.13(b)(1). This section
states the procedures that must be
followed when construction has not yet
occurred or an undertaking has not yet
been approved. Because a Federal
agency has more flexibility at this stage,
adherence to the consultative process as
set forth in § 800.6 is appropriate.

Section 800.13(b)(2). This section
provides that where an archeological
site has been discovered and where the
Agency Official, SHPO/THPO and any
appropriate Indian tribe or Native
Hawaiian organization agree that it is of
value solely for the data that it contains,
the Agency Official can comply with the
Archeological and Historic Preservation
Act instead of the procedures in this
subpart.

Section 800.13(b)(3). This section sets
forth the procedures that must be
followed when the undertaking has
been approved and construction has
commenced. Development of actions to
resolve adverse effects and notification
to the SHPO/THPO and the Council
within 48 hours of the discovery are
required. Comments from those parties
are encouraged and the agency must
report the actions it ended up taking to
deal with the discovery.

Section 800.13(c). This section allows
an agency to make an expedited field
judgment regarding eligibility of
properties discovered during
construction.

Subpart C—Program Alternatives
Section 800.14. This section lays out

a variety of alternative methods for
Federal agencies to meet their section
106 obligations. They allow agencies to
tailor the section 106 process to their
needs.

Section 800.14(a). Alternate
procedures are a major streamlining
measure that allows tailoring of the
section 106 process to Agency programs
and decisionmaking processes. The
procedures would substitute in whole or
in part for the Council’s section 106
regulations. As procedures, they would
include formal Agency regulations, but
would also include departmental or
Agency procedures that do not go
through the formal rulemaking process.

Procedures must be developed in
consultation with various parties as set
forth in the regulations. The public must
have an opportunity to comment on
Alternate procedures. If the Council
determines that they are consistent with
its regulations, the alternate procedures
may substitute for the Council’s
regulations. In reviewing alternate
procedures for consistency, the Council
will not require detailed adherence to
every specific step of the process found
under the Council’s regulations. The
Council, however, will look for
procedures that afford historic
properties consideration equivalent to
that afforded by the Council’s
regulations and that meet the
requirements of section 110(a)(2)(E) of
the Act. If an Indian tribe has
substituted its procedures for the
Council’s regulations pursuant to
section 101(d)(5) of the NHPA, then the
Federal agency must follow the
agreement with the Council and the
tribe’s substitute regulations for
undertakings on tribal lands.

Section 800.14(b). This section retains
the concept of Programmatic
Agreements. The circumstances under
which a Programmatic Agreement is
appropriate are specified. The section
places Programmatic Agreements into
two general categories: those covering
agency programs and those covering
complex or multiple undertakings. The
section on Agency programs makes clear
that the President of NCSHPO must sign
a nationwide agreement when NCSHPO
has participated in the consultation. If a
Programmatic Agreement concerns a
particular region, then the signature of
the affected SHPOs/THPOs is required.
An individual SHPO/THPO can
terminate its participation in a regional
Programmatic Agreement, but the
agreement will remain in effect for the
other states in the region. Only NCSHPO
can terminate a nationwide
Programmatic Agreement on behalf of
the individual SHPOs. Language is
included to recognize tribal sovereignty
while providing flexibility to Federal
agencies and tribes when developing
Programmatic Agreements. While it
does not prohibit the other parties from
executing a Programmatic Agreement,
the language does limit the effect of the
agreement to non-tribal lands unless the
tribe executes it. However, the language
also authorizes multiple Indian tribes to
designate a representative tribe or tribal
organization to participate in
consultation and sign a Programmatic
Agreement on their behalf.
Requirements for public involvement
and notice are included. The section on
complex or multiple undertakings ties
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back to § 800.6 for the process of
creating such programmatic agreements.

Section 800.14(c). Exemptions are
intended to remove from section 106
compliance those undertakings that
have foreseeable effects on historic
properties which are likely to be
minimal. Section 214 of the NHPA gives
the Council the authority to allow for
such exemptions. This section sets forth
the criteria, drawn from the statute, for
exemptions and a process for obtaining
(and terminating) an exemption.

Section 800.14(d). Standard
treatments provide a streamlined
process by which the Council can
establish certain acceptable practices for
dealing with a category of undertakings,
effects, historic properties, or treatment
options. A standard treatment may
modify the application of the normal
section 106 process under certain
circumstances or simplify the steps or
requirements of the regulations. This
section sets forth the process for
establishing a standard treatment and
terminating it.

Section 800.14(e). Program comments
are intended to give the Council the
flexibility to issue comments on a
Federal program or class of
undertakings rather than comment on
such undertakings on a case-by-case
basis. This section sets forth the process
for issuing such comments and
withdrawing them. The Federal agency
is obligated to consider, but not
necessarily follow, the Council’s
comments. If it does not, the Council
may withdraw the comment, in which
case the agency continues to comply
with section 106 on a case-by-case basis.

Section 800.14(f). The requirement for
consultation program alternatives with
Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations is provided for in this
section. It is an overlay on each of the
Federal program alternatives set forth in
§ 800.14(a)–(e). It provides for
government-to-government consultation
with Indian tribes.

Section 800.15. Tribal, State and
Local Program Alternatives. This section
is presently reserved for future use. The
Council will proceed with the review of
tribal applications for substitution of
tribal regulations for the Council’s
section 106 regulations on tribal lands,
pursuant to section 101(d)(5) of the Act,
on the basis of informal procedures.
With regard to State agreements, the
Council will keep in effect any currently
valid State agreements until revised
procedures for State agreements take
effect or until the agreement is
otherwise terminated.

Section 800.16. Definitions. This
section includes new definitions to
respond to identified needs for

clarification and to reflect statutory
amendments.

The term ‘‘Agency’’ is defined for ease
of reference. It tracks the statutory
definition in the NHPA.

The definition of ‘‘approval of the
expenditure of funds’’ clarifies the
intent of this statutory language as it
appears in section 106 of the NHPA.
This definition addresses the timing of
section 106 compliance. A Federal
agency must take into account the
effects of its actions and provide the
Council a reasonable opportunity to
comment before the Agency decides to
authorize funds, not just before the
release of those funds. The intent of this
provision is to emphasize the
necessitate for compliance with section
106 early in the decision making
process.

The definition of ‘‘area of potential
effects’’ acknowledges that the
determination of the area potential
effects often depends on the nature and
scale of the undertaking and the
associated effects.

The definition of ‘‘comment’’ makes it
clear that the term refers to the formal
comments of the Council members.

The definition of ‘‘consultation’’
describes the nature and goals of this
critical aspect of the section 106 review
process.

The term ‘‘day’’ was defined to clarify
the running of time periods.

The term ‘‘effect’’ is defined because,
even though the ‘‘no effect’’ step is not
in the rule, the concept of an
undertaking’s effect is still a part of the
‘‘historic properties affected’’
determination.

‘‘Foreclosure’’ is a term that has
always been a part of the section 106
process. The term describes the finding
that is made by the Council when an
Agency action precludes the Council
from its reasonable opportunity to
comment on an undertaking.

The term ‘‘head of the Agency’’ is
defined in light of the 1992 amendments
in section 110(l) that require that the
head of an Agency document a decision
where a Memorandum of Agreement has
not been reached for an undertaking.

‘‘Indian tribe’’ is defined exactly as in
section 301(4) of the NHPA.

‘‘Native Hawaiian organization’’ is
defined exactly as in section 301(17) of
the NHPA.

‘‘Tribal Historic Preservation Officer’’
is the tribal official who has formally
assumed the SHPO’s responsibilities
under section 101(d)(2) of the NHPA.

‘‘Tribal lands’’ is defined exactly as in
section 301(14) of the NHPA.

‘‘Undertaking’’ is defined exactly as in
section 301(7) of the statute. The
Agency Official is responsible, in

accordance with § 800.3(a), for making
the determination as to whether a
proposed Federal action is an
undertaking. As appropriate, an agency
should examine the nature of its Federal
involvement taking into consideration
factors such as the degree of Federal
agency control or discretion; the type of
Federal involvement or link to the
action; and whether or not the action
could move forward without Federal
involvement. An agency should seek the
advice of the Council when uncertain
about whether or not its action falls
within the definition of an undertaking.
The 1986 regulatory definition of
undertaking included new and
continuing projects, activities, or
programs and any of their elements not
previously considered under section
106. It is intended that the new
definition includes such aspects of a
project, activity, or program as
undertakings.

Appendix A. Criteria for Council
Involvement in Reviewing Individual
section 106 Cases

This appendix sets forth the criteria
that will guide Council decisions to
enter certain section 106 cases. As
§ 800.2(b)(1) states, the Council will
document that the criteria have been
met and notify the parties to the section
106 process as required. Council
involvement in section 106 cases is not
automatic once a criterion has been met.
The Council retains discretion as to
whether or not to enter such a case.
Likewise, it is not essential that all
criteria be met. The point of the criteria
is to ensure that the Council has made
a thoughtful decision to enter the
section 106 process and to give
agencies, SHPOs/THPOs and other
section 106 participants a clear
understanding of the kind of cases that
warrant Council involvement.

V. Impact Analysis

The Regulatory Flexibility Act

The Council certifies that the final
rule will not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities. Although
comments on the proposed rule
questioned the validity of such
certification, the rule in its proposed
and final versions imposes mandatory
responsibilities on only Federal
agencies. As set forth in section 106 of
the NHPA, the duties to take into
account the effect of an undertaking on
historic resources and to afford the
Council a reasonable opportunity to
comment on that undertaking are
Federal agency duties. Indirect effects
on small entities, if any, created in the
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