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One of the larger surviving sets of latte at the Senator Angel L.G. Santos Latte Park, Hagåtña, Guåhan (Guam). 
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Kelly G. Marsh (Taitano) holds a doctorate in cultural heritage studies from Charles Sturt University, 

Australia, building on her BA in history and anthropology and MA in Micronesian studies from the 

University of Guam (UOG). She authored the political review of Guam for the Contemporary Pacific: A 

Journal of Island Affairs for 11 years and remains active in local cultural and historical efforts. Some of 

this activity includes serving as the Chair for the History Subcommittee of the 12th Festival of Pacific 

Arts 2016 which Guam hosted; conducting applied research within the Mariana Islands; and teaching 

Hestorian Guahan (History of Guam) and special studies courses at UOG such as Fa'tinas i Latte, the 

first latte carving and quarrying course offered by the universityôs Chamorro Studies program co-

instructed with latte carver Joe Viloria and a host of guest contributors like former course participants 

Moñeka De Oro and Daniel Stone. 

 

What led you to your field?  

Mapoksai yu' gini Guåhan (I was raised on the tropical island Guam), a child of two civil servants who 

ventured here in the ó60s as teachers. I grew up swimming by the islandôs beaches, roaming its jungles, 

and visiting its cultural, natural, and historical sites. An avid reader growing up, I realized that the types 

of books I most enjoyed reading were those that exposed me to history and culture through the eyes of the 

people. That led me to earning a double major in history and anthropology as an undergraduate, a 

masterôs in Micronesian Studies, and a PhD in Cultural Heritage Studies. Those classes taught me to 

better appreciate the history of our island and region, the significance of each historical layer of our 

cultural and historical sites, the value of listening to oral narratives associated with sites that provide 

much of their significance, and the need for ensuring that these elements are transmitted to our island 

youth and others. Iôm proud to say that Iôm a product of the island in many ways, including much of my 

university education and the work I have done alongside the many who have grown up to care about our 

community and advocate for its safeguarding and promotion locally, nationally, and internationally. 



 
The poster that re-envisions the ancestral village of Litekyan (Ritidian) around 1680s, shortly after the Spanish 

arrived in Guåhan (Guam) to introduce the Catholic faith. One of our goals was to demonstrate that for more than 

100 years after initial contact, ancestors were continuing to live traditionally. 

 

How does what you do relate to historic preservation? 

In caring about Guåhan and the other 14 islands within Låguas, or the Mariana Islands, as the homeland 

of the Indigenous CHamoru people (as well as for Refaluwasch [Carolinians] in the Northern Mariana 

Islands) say, and in listening to our historic preservation specialists, it became clear that there was a need 

to bridge the gap between academic research and other professional work (archaeological, historical, 

horticultural, etc.) and our island community members. Figuring out ways to bridge those gaps allows our 

communities, which thirst for knowledge about CHamoru (and Refaluwasch) ancestors, to directly benefit 

from decades of information that is locked away in a sense within technical reports, academic articles, and 

the oral archives of cultural practitioners and traditional island historians. In partnership with CHamorus, 

Refaluwasch, and local community members that have made Guåhan or another Mariana Island their 

home, I have sought ways to transmit such knowledge in engaging and accessible ways to our community 

and to visitors and others alike. Applying my various trainings and based on the latest academic and 

cultural understandings, we have created educational posters, brochures, elementary and middle school 

level books, interactive e-books, and coloring apps (some of which are free to download within the US at 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/book/id1242381931 and http://itunes.apple.com/us/book/id1242393865, with 

more to come in android formats). We have also joined efforts to develop a university class meant to 

recapture the ñlostò tradition of quarrying and carving latte, which are unique to the CHamoru people as 

described more fully below. Those in the latte project make sure to conduct outreach programs, often with 

hands on application, to the youth via the museum, at our local festivals, and in the schools.  

 

 

 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/book/id1242381931
http://itunes.apple.com/us/book/id1242393865


Why do you think historic preservation matters? 

Fellow community advocates and myself feel that the historic preservation projects that our island 

communities are working on are incredibly important in this day and age of rapid modernization, 

globalization, cash-based economies, and relatively recent dramatic shifts in our island community 

demographics. This latter condition means that CHamorus currently constitute just 42 percent of their 

island homelandôs population whereas in 1941, they still comprised 91 percent of the island population. 

All of these conditions challenge traditional cultural identities, the transmission and practice of cultural 

knowledge, skills, and behaviors, and the health and wellness of our communities. Though we have 

numerous examples of CHamorus excelling as lawyers, Disney executives, Brigadier Generals, 

entertainers, professional athletes, owners of restaurants and food trucks that specialize in local foods 

(look for them in your state!), and much, much more at local, national, and international levels, it is also 

true that, in their homeland islands, CHamorus suffer some of the highest rates of health issues like 

diabetes and heart disease, and other challenges to their quality of life. Historic preservation efforts have 

the potential to be part of the solution in addressing those issues when those efforts focus on projects that 

showcase, educate, and recapture knowledge about the CHamoru history and culture. Historic 

preservation efforts can also allow for helping the community at large better understand and reflect upon 

the other layers of history that sit aside the 3,500 years of CHamoru connection to their ancestral lands. 

 

 

 
An important aspect of teaching a course about latte carving and quarrying has been working closely with cultural 

practitioners. Joe Viloria (far right) has been a co-instructor for the course and is imparting carving methods to 

Unibetsedåt Guåhan (University of Guam) students, Fall 2015. Photo by Kelly G. Marsh. 

 

What courses do you recommend for students interested in this field? 

There is so much to be gained in multi-disciplinary approaches. There are many academic fields, 

professions, and types of cultural knowledge that can equip people to carry out the kind of historic 

preservation outreach that Iôve discussed above. Anthropology, Archaeology, History, Regional/Cultural 



Group Studies, Heritage Studies, and Historic Preservation are good bases to partner with your particular 

interests be they Accounting, Business, Social Work, Traditional Mediation, Environmental Studies, 

Indigenous Sciences, Modern or Traditional Medicine, or something else. They each have the power to 

contribute to the recognition and commemoration of our heritage and histories, and to contribute to their 

safeguarding for and transmission to our children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. 

 

 

 
Several sets of latte at Litekyan (Ritidian) in northern Guåhan (Guam) are still in situ (in place). This particular set is 

one of the few that are no longer standing, but much can be learned from them. Litekyan is one of our oldest known 

sites in the archipelago, having been used as far back as 3,500 years ago. It is a powerful place with a lot of 

information still to share about life before, during, and after ancestors lived in latte villages. Photo by Amber Rose 

Baynum. 

 

Do you have a favorite preservation project? What about it made it special? 

Particularly satisfying was the effort to re-envision the ancestral village of Litekyan, Ritidian, in northern 

Guåhan. Years earlier, I had heard people say that because of the lack of historical records and the 

disruption of traditional knowledge due to the particular history of missionization and colonization in 

Låguas (the Mariana Islands), CHamoru villages could not ever be adequately represented. However, with 

the dynamic revitalization of the CHamoru culture and the decades of research that have occurred here, 

we were able to take that archaeological, cultural, geographical, historical, horticultural, linguistic, and 

seafaring knowledge to map out a re-envisioning of one of our oldest and most significant ancestral 

villages. The re-envisioning portrays not only the physical location of houses and other known or 

theorized features, but core cultural values and lifeways. We printed 1,000 copies of it as large posters, 

and provided them to every local school and public library as well as relevant governmental and other 

offices. People continuously remark on how much they appreciate being given that gift of re-envisioning 

that part of their heritage which they may not have necessarily been able to do as comprehensively as 

before. Since we developed this with image editing software, we have the capacity to revisit our work and 

update it as new understandings come to light. Not only was it satisfying to provide that to the 

community, but I shall always treasure the friendships and working relationships that developed from the 


