Laura Dean

“rom: Archeol AP. Project
Sent:  Thursday, November 03, 2005 3:46 PM
To: Laura Dean

Subject: FW: Public comment for ACHP Statement on Human Remains

From: Van Blarcom, Kip [mailto:KVanBlarcom@co.lancaster.pa.us]
Sent: Wed 11/2/2005 1:33 PM

To: Archeol AP. Project

Subject: Public comment for ACHP Statement on Human Remains

Dear Archeology Task Force (ACT) of ACHP:

I would like to submit my comments on the following document published
in the Federal Register on Thursday, September 1, 2005:

Notice of Intent to Reconsider the Advisory Council's
"Policy Statement Regarding Treatment of Human Remains and Grave Goods"

I am an historic preservation planner employed by a government agency in
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. I hold a master's degree in Early

nerican Culture from the University of Delaware, and I have over 10
_<ars of experience in the historic preservation field.

I strongly support the ACT in revising the 1988 policy on Human Remains
and Grave Goods. In recent years, I have become increasingly concerned
that scholars have been prevented from undertaking important scientific
and cultural research into early human settlement of North America.

While I understand the importance of Native claims to early human
remains found in situ, the world is coming to realize that human beings
are all interconnected, and that we all have a rightful claim to both
preserve and study ancient human remains. Gravesites should indeed be
disturbed only when necessary, but the value of scientific study should
always be considered seriously in any debate about the disposition of
human remains.

1 believe it is unfair to the joint legacy of all human beings to
categorically deny scientists the right to study such remains. That
right should never be completely proscribed. Cultural and religious
values should be balanced equally with the value of scientific study --
no more, no less. I am saying this both as a preservation professional,
and as a religious person who strongly values spiritual and cultural
beliefs.

[ myself have spent a great deal of time in the past few years studying

my own personal genealogy. On one hand, I feel a sense of ownership

over gravesites and other remnants of my family's history, because [ am

their descendent. On the other hand, I understand that my own personal
zacy has passed into the hands of history. 1have no more right to

control the destiny of those remains than someone who now owns the land

where the remains are located, or other groups that may have inhabited

the land in prior centuries. We all have a role to play in stewardship

of the past.



Thank vou for offering me this opportunity to provide comments on this
important issue.

Sincerely,
Craig W. "Kip" Van Blarcom

85 Delp Rd
Lancaster, PA 17601
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