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Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe

Chiel Barbura A, Lazore
Chief James W. Ransom
Chief Loreaine M. White
Sub-Chicf Emily Lauson

June 23‘ 2006 Sul)—Cl‘licf Ronald LaFrance, Jr
SnE‘CLiaf Danald . Tluunpson, Se.

Dr. Julie King

ACHP

Archaeology Task Farce
ACHP Palicy Draft

She:kon Dr. King.

Please include the following comments to the record of discussion on the draft policy
changes.

After reading through the materials | found that they do not adequately address
the records held by museumns and federal agencies regarding the human
remains, associated and unassociated funerary objects, sacred objects and
objects of cultural patrimony and the actions resuiting from their discovery and the
availability of these records to Native nations and tribes. Additionally, restriction, if
requested by the consuling Native nations, of these records for further research
or use is not addressed by the policy changes.

It should be policy that all records of discovery, custody, use, consultation and
disposition of the collections are open to all consulting parties. It needs to be
clearly stated that consulting nations have the right to access and copies of all
records regarding the projects, collections and research conducted not only
collection summaries human remain inventories.

Placing restrictions of these records against further research or use should also
be a choice given to the Native consulting parties once a case is closed. Such
restrictions could be in the form of joint stewardship requiring consent of the
Native nations and tribes involved before research into the records is granted.
Additionally, repatriation of the ariginal records should also be an option apen to
the tribes, if requested.

Many records contain information of a sacred nature and should be handled

configentially. Some tribes may feel no need for restrictions on these records but
that should be a choice of @ach nation on a case by case basis.

Sken:nen /Peace

Sheree J. Bonaparte
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
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