
Locations�Previously�Disturbed�by�Construction�Activities�
�
�
Initial�Construction�
�
During� the� initial� construction� of� the� building� (1891�1899),� construction� fences� were� erected� at� the�
extreme�outer�corners�of�the�Square,�meeting�the�street�at�the�line�of�the�curb.��Within�the�line�of�these�
fences,� the� ground� was� deeply� excavated� to� allow� for� laying� of� the� foundation.� Construction�
photographs�show�this�extensive�disturbance.�With�the�exception�of�the�Twelfth�Street�coal�chute,�it�is�
not�believed�that�construction�of�the�building�disturbed�any�of�the�surrounding�streets.��The�building’s�
structural�system—and�the�nature�of�the� land�surrounding�the�site—necessitated�massive�stone�piers,�
which�bore�on�timber�piles.��Original�drawings�show�these�stepped�piers�extending�several�feet�beyond�
the� building’s� property� line,� but� not� encroaching� into� the� street.� � For� example,� along� the� C� Street�
elevation,�the�outermost�pier�face�extended�six�feet�beyond�the�centerline�of�the�basement�wall,�which�
was�not�a�sufficient�distance�to�meet�the�path�of�the�street.�
�
�
Later�Modifications:�Construction�of�IRS�Building�
�
During� the� construction� of� the� Federal� Triangle,� especially� the� nearby� IRS� Building� (circa� 1929),� the�
ground�immediately�to�the�south�of�C�Street�was�excavated�to�create�space�for�the�foundation�footings.��
Historic�photographs�suggest� that�site�disturbance�was�contained�at� the� line�of� the�curb,�and�C�Street�
was�not�itself�disturbed.�
�
�
Later�Modifications:�Old�Post�Office�“Pavilion”�Redevelopment�
�
During�the�building’s�comprehensive�redevelopment,�C�Street�was�redeveloped�to�create�a�pedestrian�
plaza� (circa�1982).� �At� this� time,� the�ground�surface�was�nominally�graded�and�shaped� to� replace� the�
existing�paving�with�a�new�brick�and�concrete�paving�scheme.� �However,�more�substantive�excavation�
was� completed� to:� install� new� drainage� channels� and� drain� inlets� along� the� plaza;� upgrade� and/or�
replace�the�building’s�existing�utility�connections�within�the�C�Street�plaza�area;�and�install�the�portion�of�
the�South�Court�(now�includes�the�bike�shed)�within�the�former�loading�dock�location�to�accommodate�
the�ADA�ramping�associated�with� the�current�C�Street�entrance.� �The�excavation� related� to� the�South�
Court�(now�includes�the�bike�shed)�was�done�for�the�entry�footings�to�be�poured,�but�this�likely�did�not�
extend�beyond�the�original�curb� line.� �Most�of�the�underground�utility� improvements�were�conducted�
along�the�Pennsylvania�Avenue�and�(former)�Eleventh�Street�elevations.���
�
Attached�Plans�and�Photographs�
�
The� following� pages� of� this� Exhibit� are� a� series� of� plans� and� photographs� dating� from� the� initial�
construction�to�the�later�modifications�as�well�as�a�current�draft�of�the�survey.��The�plans,�photographs�
and�survey�provide�documentation�depicting�various�areas�of�disturbance�that�occurred�over�time.�
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PRELIMINARY DESIGN
 PAGE 33

Historic image of the mailing platform loading dock, 1912

Existing section through C Street entrance at bike shed Section showing removal of bike shed and proposed C Street plaza 

C Street Plaza

Historic elevation of the mailing platform

Section key Non-historic fabric
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VICINITY MAP
NOT TO SCALE

BOUNDARY AND UTILITY SURVEY
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